HAMADRYAD

7 JANUARY
B 2 & 198
MAY )

Agkistrodon himalavanus



CONTENTS

Title

Herp News

Letters -~ from-the-Dark-Unknown Dept.

in search of the Himatayan pit vipers

The Legend of Zuhn Shah Sahib

Crocodile Conservation and Management Conference
RATS

Case history of a snakebite

Viper bites more common in Stlnm

Marine turtle drain

The freshwater turtle trade in Madya Pradesh
Papers presented at Svmposium on FEndangered

Marine Animals and Marine Parks

An instance of a male mugger mounting A nesting
female at Madras Crocodile Bank Trust

Nesting activity at Madras Crocodile Bank Trust

Reaching the people

Page No

10

"

16

17

18

20

21



e T

Dear reader;

Events at the Snake Park over the last year show
how easily- and quickly - institutions crumble once
their basic objectives become confused. When Rom started
the Park in 1969 his priorities were public education,
research and conservaticn, But because of problems among
the Trustees, these objectives are nowhere to be seen;
which is why the editors of this issue like many others
have disasscciated themselves from the Park. We acknowledge
and appreciate the many letters of support to us personally

and in the press.

One c©f the casualties of this upheaval has been
Hamadryad wnich fell into a demoralized silence for a
while, Budt it is ncw up and about again, based at the

Crococdile Bank where we now concentrate our activities.
The good shepherd really has been Dr.Jeff Lang of the
Universityv of North Dakota who has donated a cyclostyling

machine and other equipment for the use of Hamadrayad.

n
i.)

ince tuls year's subscription money for Hamadryad

is in the Snake Park account and therefore not accessible
we are trving to find sponsors for the next issue. 1In-any
case we will do our best to keep this modest herpetological
newsletter alive, Its cbsest geographical neighbours are
'Hardun' from Israel and 'The Snake' from Japan, so we
must try znd continue to f£ill the gap. The many gqueries
from readers have certainly acted as spurs to our some-
what jaded flanks, Dr. Salim Ali wrote recently: 'I am
glad 'Hamadryad' is being reincarnated. IEs leaving for
"heavenly abode" permanently would have been deeply

mourned by admirers like myself.”

zZai Whitaker

Editor )
Crocodile Bank
Vadanemmeli Village -
Perur P .O.

Mahabal ipuram Road
Madras 603 104
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HERP NEWS

D UAVEYSs Satish Bhaskar, India's well known marine turtle

168 been in uhe province of Irian Jaya in Indonesia for

. vear studying the nesting patterns.of sez turtles with
o) fC"FbLLLln? management and protection strategies.,
gucb vhich ends in October 1985 is administered by
Wildlife Pund - Indonesia and funded by the European

ic Commission (EEC).

aker spent four months (upto Pebrlofy, 1985)
crocedile resource 1n the same province 'for

b

r Dattatri spent 15 days in Kashmir to locate and
th> Himalayan pit v1per (Agxch&g_gg h;hﬂg vanus)

b Y
A Row ¥Whiteker presented a paper entitled 'Conservation
_cpment in the Andamen Islandsi at the seminar

o hion of Tadian Herditage! held durlnﬁ the Festival of

haiat®

Camiidge in Shptnmber 1984,

in and presented papers at the
re i management conference in Darwvin,
nary thls years ;

ar indrews participated in a wo2k long symposium

rinc animals and marine parks? conducted by the
Fisheries Researrh Institute (CMFRI) in January

o, on Whitakerts 'YRaotional use of estuarine and

o oreptilest was one of the herp papers presented at the

L otwe dry informal croc workshap was held at MCBT in

is year. his gave two key croc workers from Uttar
aad Andhra ¢raaesh chance to see the research being.
~at gt MCBT by Dr. Jeff Lang.

*_P“. Roger Conant, Adjunct Professor,
New M>X1*o, Albuquerque, spent.a few days
T 190’,adm1rlng and photographing *he .
collected in Kashmir oy Sl ekar D:r:e Conant,
remost herpetologists and the
f; siles and amphibians cf Ee “Le rn ond Central
currgntly working on the completion of a
AghlSLTOuOH group. Dr. Conant will apprec 1°te

intercsting material on Hypnole hvpmele and
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s L0legy at the

Ve ter Auffenterg, Curator of Herr
S2um also pcnt e few days in d“*: in December
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“ypert field asclstanco Lrom  the qu;v Co.0pe



tne Trula Co-op-fs Rodent and Term® te i terﬁlndJ“on
Y beczme .operail onal in Jeguery this year and promises
SUCCESS » The nroject is funded by OXFILM,

L fre=l1 water turtle di isplay and breodlng pond constructed
the faoshion of o temple tank has been complcted in the
Penlc thanks to Wildlife Preservetion TTV“+9 Internationsl,

V!le cW\Cleh of softshells including ITrlonig gangeticus,
: and Critra indica and hardoheﬂls ‘such as Melanochelvs

cluza Kachuge. X. gdhongoks and Hﬁmfﬁll& thurgii

CUUTW b viewed at clecw guarters for the first time. The -
¢Aclosure epoears tobe a big hlb witli both, the turtles

co well po wae vislting publicCe
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Remarks

.

Daniel, J.C. (1983) : Te book of Indian reptiles. BNHS, Bombay.
Smith, M«.A. (1943) : The fauna of British India, Ceylon and
" Burmaj; Reptilia and Amphibia, Vol III,
. Serpentes. Taylor and Francis, Londons
Wall, F (1809) " : Notes on 26 specimens of thé Pohur or

Himalayan viper (Ancistrodon himalayanus).
J .Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. XII, pp 411-41k
A populzr treatisé on the common Indian
snakes, part XIII, JBNHS VolXX, No.1.
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TR LEGEND OF ZUHN SHAH SAHTB

) a everal people
in Kashmir. Having subsequently had the opportunity of visiting
the relevent placcs I find no reason to doubt its veracity.

The following legend was related tc me by s

It is said that the small village of Aisimugair, halfway
down the present day Anantnag-vahalgam road was once infested
with Himelayan pit vipers (locally known as 'pohur'). The snakes
were concentrated mestly in and around o 21 cave on’ a ncarby
hill and villagers. werce often bitten. Quitc naturally, they

snales on sight. This unplecasant

retaliated by killing thé
stalcmate continued tilly
arrival of a Muslinm saint

The saint, obviously a man. of wisdom and compass
collected all
taking special carc to clcar out thé

snake~human conflict. He
find in the arca,
which was their strongholde.
transported thom
habitation and libcrated thom.

Ll

according to the lcgend,
by the namc of Zuhn Shah Sahib.

to anothcer nill

the

ion, solved the
he pohurs he could

cave
Putting them in a baskct, he
many miles from human
That $.0t became known as

'Pohur pajan', litcrally,pohur basket, for thc baskct in

which the snakes were carricd a

I visited Pohur Pajan on 16 S
strenuous four hour walk

after a
What I saw imprcsscd wmce deeplys

saint sct thc snakes frec,

wind-swept slopel®

- 11

he actually
by constructing a suitablc microhabitat on
If not for this

hundrced and fifty ycars ago.

cptember '84, getting there

from the village of Batkote.

J
cnsurcd their survival

n that barrcn,
th: snales may have perishced.



To thc nomadic shcep herders of the rcgion, the rugged
gujurs, Pohur Pajan is a holy sitc. Gujur ~urilics passing
through thc arca stop at Pohur Pajan to makc offerings of milk
and rice to the revered pohurs. Tb be surc, the pecople of
Aishmugam have also donc their bit to immortalise their saint.
On the hill slope facing the road, enclosing the cave which
was once the home of the dreaded pohurs, stands the Zuhn Shah
astana (temple), a symbol of their gratitude.

* for a description see previous article.

Snle «QI’.S.

My grateful thanks to Dr. Roger Conant for giving mc¢ an
opportunity to undertake this trip. Mr. Mir Inayat Ullah,
Chief Wildlife Warden, Kashmir, and his staff assisted in
every way possible and have earncd my cternal gratitude.

Shekar Dattatri
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Crocodile Conservation snd Management Co,ﬂ;gr,m_g__&m
Aus tralia Januarv, 1985

A week long gathering of crocodile fermers, administrators,

£

amd scientists was held in Darwin this January, sponscred by the

T

he conference was a successful attempt to summarize rccent
scientific advances in crocodlle husbandry and related research.
The papers "aptly demonstrated that laboratory findings are
highly rclevant for the r“*gulvoly new science of crocodile
farming. The proceedings will be published in the form of
a book. '

. _
Attendeces of the conference had the ocoportunity to sece
scveral crocodile farns in Northern ”brritOry and the aboriginal
crocodile farming project at Edward River on the rcemote Cape

York peninsula.

In general, fustralials advanced programme - of rescarch
on and now ranazcement of croccdiles there is very igpressives
Most population: locatcd in suitable habitats arc rccovering,
nulisancc animals are cfficiently d-alt with by the Conscrvation
Commiqsiou Lhicrihern Tb*vﬁtoriﬂs) snd there exist ongoing
research and wopulation monitoring programmes. wWith this
background LUotf“l7T has applzbd to CI TES to rclist their
C._poromyus population from Appendix I to Appendix II to enable
limited usage «f the farmed and ranched crocs there. By the
tipe this ncwsletter is sent the deeclsion will have been made
at the CITES mcoting in Bucnos Aircs.
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MARINE TURTLE DRAIN

. Al though marine turtles are protected under Schedule I of
the Indian Wildlife (protection; Act of 1972, they continue to
be items of trade in the turtle markets of West Bengal. The .
commonest species in the markets is the olive ridley(Lepidochelvs

olivaced, though hawksbills (Eretmochelyvs imbricata) turn up
occasiohally. ' _

* Most of the turtles are caught off the coast of Orissa
and transported by trucks to Howrah with their flippers and
feet wired or stitched together. At Howrah the turtles are
sold to rctailers for Rs.60/- (U.S. $5.,00) each. The rctailers
in turn sell them to the consumers at Rs.6 to 8 per Kg. Unlike
freshwater turtles, marinc turtles are not sold in the Calcutte
markets. Instead they are sent to the suburbs, néarby towns
and villages, including Canning in the Sunderbans, wherc they
arc sold in the markets openlye. Most of the customers for
marine turtle flesh belong to the lower income group for
whom the meat is a source of cheap protein.

Some statisticss Before 1981, 6 to 7 truck loads of sea turtles
used to arrive in Howrah every day, each load containing between
125 and 150 turtles. The influx gencrally started in November
and continued till March with a peak from late December to early
March. At 2 conservative e¢stimate at least 80,000 sea turtles
(almost all.olive ridleys) came into Howrah alone each season.
The male/femalc sex ratio in a sample of 200 olive ridleys in
Howrah was 7¢3.

In the 1983-84+ peak scason (perhaps duve to incrcased
vigilence on the pert of the Orissa and W. Bengal Forest Depts.)
only oné truck load of sea turties camc into Howrah everyday.

- However, the tide is far from having becn stcémmed. If the
1984-85 figures arc anything to go by, poachers continue to
operate with impunity(& immunity%).

Indraneil Das
18/20, Ballygungc Place(East)
Calcutta - 700 019
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- between October and January. During the lean months-auctions -
are conducted only when sufficient numbers of turtles have
accumulated. -The main weekly markets in M.P. (local consumption)
are at Piplami, Habibganj and Bherkheda. The chief export
market is the Itwara Eish Marleot. ‘

Ayq e three species mentioned above are protected under
Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Pro%ectiond Ap+ 4092 and it
is heartening to note what appears to be a decline in’ the trade
here - a result of Forest Department vigilance. Incidental
catches in fishing nets still get to the market regularly but

- there is reason to hope  that even this will cease if more
ptessure is applicd. In June 1984 an.oldtimer in the turtle
trade at Habibganj market tol# me: "ab kachuga marna mana hain"

(+rtle +illing is prchibited these days).

while the change in the situation is most welcome, the
following measures are still eonsidered necessary for implemen=-
tations b

. i M bt .
1. Reilway auvthoritieg shoulqynot accept durtle consignmdnts.

Any consigrmentg brought o them should be immediately
reported to the nearest Farest Office.

. e
2. The turtle markets, especktally the expcrt market to
ant Benral should be checked freguently. Any turtles
faund shoul: be seized and rel%--ed in suitable(and; if
possible, protecéed) habitat.

R. J., Rao
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o REACHING THE PEOPLE
. . The ékciting moments of confrontatior with-nature's

.wonders are still fresh in my mind as wc¢ work on the final
stages of our company's pilct production. "Sinzkabite!' Before
the start of the film project, I w=zs terrified <f and ignoran

--about snakes, like most people. But as 1 learned about snakes

: in . the planning stage, and saw cur gnake experts 2t work, my
" fear turned to wonder. To see the camerzm=n's {my hasband,
~John!) faceé mearely a foot from a hooded cobru, and to see

our snake expert (Rom Whitaker) handl “rash wild rgksells

"viper only put men@g'e:s . Most ¢ h@y,vﬁl_ have not
had the opportunity to see venomous ks Db andled or
to learn about these widely feare the
shooting of "Snakebitel®, spectator ;Ufllevla ‘:,“ when

2t snakes
ent by

irmortant,
n. should

the snakes came on the Scene‘ There
can be dangerous but one can aveid
learning akout their habits
one can learn to deal correc

L3 no douiyz

it happen. The purpose of “Gnakel its I e c fear
with knowledge and create a healthy resvoct Tor snakes,. Its'!

message could save thousands of 1jVCb LA
Madras Snake Park had reached ten milliocn e
same message. Yek, "Snakebite!'™ can ve-ch tha same number
of people in a single naticnal television scr=epingi This
power of the media must be taken advaintage ¢f in the field
of environment educatiocn,

=T s, the
Spie with this

It was with this ideax in mi: that we hove formed
Conservation Media Services (CMS) ' in *sSpakebitetr .,
5 g Indin

CMS will use it's expertise to info
about important environment and wil

At present, CMS has £ ok ~len o uait, canable
of producing internati0037 1l i £ pilm oas the logi-
cal medium to reach rural messes. Tr > moct

vndcuptely the
! notvork
make

popular entertainment, with 2 vast
already in place.. One project hein
an entertainment feature film wit!
Done in the popular cinema format, =

M
is ch the potential
of reaching millions c¢f pecple with important L“uv:lVithD
messiges.,

In addition to film, CM3 isacuiipued to make Y2
inch video tapes. This is especially useful for documen-—
tation of research done in the field of wildlife -nd
environment, For example CMS his now m~de a video progr-

,amme on the research being done at Madras Crocodile Bank
Trust by Dr, Jeff Lang on the mugger crocod . le.

 Print media is also a priority,
articles for different national and intes .
magazines are published. Rom and Z2i Whitaok
presently writing a childrean’s bock orn
be published shortly.

\
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Local ; Rs 15 annually
Foreign Dollar 5 annually

Cheques should be made 1o HAMADRYAD.
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Vipera lebeting

Photog ¢ SHEKAR DATTATRI

HAMADRYAD is edited by Zai whitaker. This issue co-edited by Shekar Dattatri and Rom

Whitaker. Information presented here may be used elsewhere with acknowledgement to Hamadryad



