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Ophiophaggus behaviour of the Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosus)
eating a Bronze back tree snake (Ahaetulla tristis)
at the MSPT.
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_ The X-ray of the spiral fracture of the femur bone of the female Iguana
(Iguana iguana) at the MSPT which was set and treated.



HAMADRYAD : NEWSLETTER OF THE MADRAS SNanB PARK TRUST
5:No.> September 1980

e o v o e i ew wm i aw G S Ai Ve e WIS G e e e e e me v L W W 63 WM e we Wm m e G W e fwn wes T WS v s e ewn e e S we O en e

From +he Bditor

"The exhibi+ion of iep+iles concepts and

I was :*ﬂad' 3
Carl Gaun a renowned fiszure on the subject

ssibilities

po
of snakes along wvi+h A.P Van Len Sande.

in in+eresting feature is why a visit+or is interested
in secing rep*“i = 5 "ecially snaxes?. There seems +o be

They intensly ha+e snakes but
like -0 see +hem.

a like/ha+e rel
are extremely cur

In our own countx i+ can e said +ha+ among a&ll
living crea+ures, sna have nlaved & very impor+tant part

. in My+holo .y, worship, naming of c¢hildren, ar+, sculpture,
dance forms and many more daily routrines There are rangolis
in Tamilnadu known a8 'pambka kolam'. unakes have been

1sed as Hero, in many of ocur Tamil and other feature Lilms
like 'Vellikalamai Vratham' e+c. The other dey I asked

my friernd why he named his son ‘Nagbabu'. He promptly
replied +he+ his mother-in-law worships +he Ant Hill svery
fridar and pours milk znd prays for good progeny in *he
family. 4Also my friend's wife used +o ge+ dreams of cobra
ing her las+ month of pregnancy +o which she vowed +o
name hey new born after *he 'Nag'. The visions did no*
+rouble her after that and as she was being +aken by car
to tlie nurs1ng home for delivery a cobra crossed +he road.
That 's i+! So finally “he son was 'Nagbabu'. Mind you!
this is +he twentieth century and +hese inecidents are s+ill
very much part of life.

dur

AN. Jagannat+ha Rao
Edi+or

* # *x

TRUST AND
BANK TRUBT

News Trom

Bir+h Briefs

Here are +hae mos* notable vir+hs +o +take place a+
+he Madras wnrake Fark Trust, during +he las* few months.
If - ou would like more facts on any par+icular bir+h such
as dincwuhaticn, *+emperauves, sex 2nd size of ha+*chlings etc.

Please write +o0 madras Snake Fark Txrast.

On rarch 1", 1930 (1°@0PW - 3 O@PF) +he 5rdke Park's

nes* she had \c_xvaﬁeu in he" L:}-_’.hlbl‘f?- 71 da,ju ].w er,on
hay 26+h +he ha+tchlings began +o emerge and con+Tnued +o
do so un+il ~he morning of +he 2%h a+ which +time +he
nes+ was examined. =

(1)



Of > SUCCE S 3! hatched. T
remaining eggs ] or con+,1ne& dead embryos in
various stages of O‘V”LOﬁan+- I+ is dinteres*ing +o note
+ha+ 2 of +he ha+chlings were ea*ten by their female parent
shor+tly after emergence on +he 10% and 2nd day.

The remaining 25 hatchlings are now on public display and
growing as fas+ as +the weeds +hey eat!

¥

* * *

On May 27+h, 1980 (la+e Ali) shortly after being isolated
in a woodaen box, +the snake park's 2.45 meter female Indian
Py+hon (Py+hon molurqﬁ molurus ) laid a clutch of 16 eggs. The
box had screen openingss on @i*her end and was kept in a shaded
portion of +he pyhthon exhibit covered wi+th canvas which was
kent mois+ dnorder +o wraise *“he humidi+ty within.

Cn July 23rd, 58 days later and wi+h +he female in constant
mo+therly a++endance, +he 2 +op @mos™ =8 developed sli+s by
"he morning of July 26, & ha+*chlings had emerged, 4 males and
4 females. Wi+thin 3 weeks all hatchlings had begun feeding
voluntarily on small bandicoot rats (Bandicota benﬁalen%is),

Four *imes =z dayv doy during +the incubation period a
+hermome+er was inser+-ed between +he females coils and into
+he clutch center, her only response +o +his in+trusion being
a violent Jerk.

Bob larson * 3 *

Technlccl adviser.

pair of crocodiles at lkadras oSnske
gain cceqsfule mated and laid 11 eggs on
+he niﬂh# of szc 5+f 1680, The incuba+tion per'od was T8

c ch- of 22nd May 9 soung cmdce hatched.

The v 12 hatchlings are being kept in +he pit
ri+h +he L dditions. The fresh batclh of crocs have adjus+ed
themselves very well wi+h +he 12 yearlings.

When *he new were las* measured on 25+h Sept.
h averasze and had gained an average

+hey weighed cac
of 110 gms each since last month.

J. Vijaya, B.Sec. Zoology {(Volun+teer) MSPT,
%

Cn 2nd Ju 1980 +~he ®nake TFTark's Echis carina*us
rroduced 4 youn, onaes small cage. Vipers do no*+ lay

s like o*her snakes as ra* snake, python and cobras. They
viviparous.

e
=
~

12860 8.454H we found +ha+ the above snake
more young one along wi+h mucus menbrane
nature .

The young 10-12 cms in length and more ac+*+ive
during +he day. 3wd4 hours after birth all young ones whic
were born on 2nd June moulted *+heir skins. Again we saw one
Lirth of & vyoung one omn 4 June. S+rangely we found
, new born moulting once more within 2 days of +helr‘|s+
ul+ing. 4L+ is s:id “ha*- while +hey are young +his happens
1 vipers produce @ hissing sound like a cobra
nner. LThey rub +their scales in +he

(2)
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opposite direc+ion and produce this sound when excited,
Whereas cobras hiss with +heir lung power.

Dharmarajan B.Sc. Boology (Technical Assis+ant )USPT

* kS *

This yearq ca+ch of ha+chlings of crocodile was
last year, says &Allen Vaughan our

quite

Man : ; 3 Bank. Phore were 211 young born.
The were 1laid by four breeding pairs during the
mon*n o 1 Ly which hatched in June/July. The

over 70,

hatching oy
% * ¥*

Recoverwv

1.5 me+er (Igzuana iEuana),
: o broke = bone (Spiral.
frac+ure) of +Lo rear left+ leg while *+rying
+o leap over +ha e stump. An l-ray was +alken at +he
Kalyan Clinic, Adyar #nd was se+ by Bob larson. The
frac+ture healed in 3 weeks +ime.

In March ou*
Cen+ral American

Observetions

Ra+ cnake (Ophiophagus)

For +he pas+ few years we have intermitent+ly observed
+he snake-ca+ing habits of +he Indi~n rat snake (Pryas
mucose us) OQur Lirec+or, Mr. whi+aker, has published a
no+e on +his fea+ure for *+he Bombay Natural listory
cociety.

"he Ra+ snoke is especially famous 235 a rat-eradica'tor.
So much so, it is Nldnly known in our agricul-ural country

as +he "Farmer's friznd? Though it is no+ a much publicised
fac+, we have observed Rat snakes feeding on s*riped keed

packs and occasionaily a checkered keel back even. kr.
Whi+aker, in his no+e repcrts seeing a large Ha+ snake
seizing a smaller onc which la*er escaped. He feels

+ha+ +he Ha+ srakes vrefer mice, rats, frogs etc., but
in thoe absence of uqoth food will 1 devour
o+her snakes including i+s own kind.

is Ophiophagus habi+s are no* confined
king cchkras alone. I remenber a few
+o onae of our Irula *ribals, Annamalai,
ce—~eating habi+s. He recalled
analke hun+ing Jaunts, he and his

= snake
whick was immediatqgly Oqurhk. Iater when +hey skinned
+he animal, +hey Ffound & a1l size cobra (Ndja naja
in it's guts!

So
o king
yvears back
about +he ﬁa+
+ha+ once on

cQmpanions had come upon & l“rge two-metre It

J Vijaya (Volu¥+eer) lsPT .
w

Most snnkes are harmless and non-poisonous in
India. In our park we have more +than thirty +ypes of
non-poisonous and poisonous snakes +oget+her in our
demons+tra-ion nrel, I wish +o give a bit of information
about moul+ing and mating habits which we have seen

here., During +he moul+ing s+2ge +he snakes are
:4\



temporarily blind because *heir eyes are covered by +he
developed coat or skin. .They won'+t +ake die+ a+ all. Af+er

moulting snakes look bright and feel hungry and feed well.

4+ first, snokes rubs +their heads agains+t s*-onas, branches
of *rees or wi*h any ou;n objocts. todie easy +*o remove +he
body skin af+er removing +*he skin on +ha head.

During +he ma ing season female and male come +oget+her

+o face and +hen +he male
% oprgan and also coil

play wi+th each other by -%ouchi“@
inserts its sex organ in+o +hn

both +he bodies *ogerher. Ilems enerally 20-~30 egazs
and +*hey batch af+er +wo months. can themselves run
and swim soon after birth =2nd feed on small insec +8, *+hose

small underwater beings.

A Subramani, B.S5c. Botany (Technical Assis+tan+®) MSPT
% * *

Lcath

In wid July 1980 one of our Varanus Bangalensis 1 me+re
long became sick and died. Juring Necropsy we found, *+here were

eggs. The informa+*+ion on period of incuba+ion of Varanuvs is
very sketchy. "he editor invi*~es more details like Festat+ion

period etc. regarding Veranus from readers.

* * *

General News

The following trus+ees retired af+er ndine yvears of service
+o +he ladras Snalke Park Trust due +o heavy pressure on +heir
professional work. e are gra+teful +o +hem for being on our

board and helping at all +imes.

1. Dbr. Shri M Balasubramaniam M.B.B.S
who helped us as 2 doctor and also made i+ easy
for +*rea ment of snake bites a+ +he Royapettah Hospital.

-

2. ®hri Mk.C. Ranganathan C.4.
who helped all along wi+th forma+ion of +he +rust
and advising us ;> accounting procedures and
helping us “+o get +the exemption under income tax

rules.

The following trus+ees have been Co-opted in +heir place

1. Dr. Shri K. Krichnan Murthy M.3.3.S., M.S., (Ortho)
No.7, lat Main ifoad, Kasturibanagar, ladras-20
2. Shri P.V Lgxminarayana C.A.

Karpagambalnagar, ladras-4

In June our "rustee and Founder Mr. Romulus Whitaker
who is currently on a UNDP assignmen+ at Papua New Guinea,
s+topped over at Madras for a week along with his wife and
child. They were on +hzir way +o USA where Rom is a++ending
3 sceminars on crocodiles and presenting a few papers. PYuring
higé stay Rom gave a talk illus+ra+ed with fine slides on
+he wildlife on Papua New vuinea,
% % *
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A new laboratory is being se+ up under +he guidance
of Bob Ilarson *+o conduct s+udies on regular growtrh rates
of reptiles, s+udy of diseases of rep+tiles in captivity,
e+c.,, The lab will have a microscope and a specimen

photography uni* clsoc as part of i+ts equipment.
s %

o
Sl

The enlargemen+ of fine p%c*uree o
were taken by Shri M Krishnan (Trus+ce)
+he las+ years Tourist Trade Fai }

akes which
ecially for
ir hove been permanently

exhibited in our office wi+ih short+ wri+s ups on each

snake .

To at+*ract wore Tourists sign hoards hove been put
Also

up in fron+ of +he crocodile bank at Vadanemmeli.

a few small ones are located on +the high way. The Tamil

Nadu Government rcleased +he gran+ of +the second ins+alment
of hSQQS,OOO/— The water supply scheme, sinking of 2
pump houses gnd distribution tanks were completed ou+ of

+hese funds,. we are grateful for +the assistance by
Tourism Department of Tamil Nadu.
* * *

+he

wells,

Also for +the Tirs+ time the saltwater crocodile pair
matcd end laid eggs. We were eegerly awaiting +he results

ol

but unfeortunately the eggs were no+ fertile.

Let
hope +iat +his is only a beginning and “he next year it

o

p=3

will be successful. The population of Ral+twater Croccdile
(Crocodylus Qgrqgg§) is very low in India ond res+ric+ted

+o Sunderbans in YWest Bengal and Bhit+arkanika island in
Orissa. Tamilnadu lost its place when the las+ porosus

was shot in 1942,

* i *

The interecs+ znd enthusiasxn

pas+ few years by +hcir constant patronage +o +he
Snake Perk Trust a+ C &

expand, “he educ> ional

project +o0 purchase land

The focrest departmsnt had alrea

an acditional acre adjocernt +o

ly sgreed by a G.O0.

emboldened +he Trus+

1 snown by the public in
Madras
+o

+he

vt up permanent structures.

+o lease

¢ present location.
Bowing +o *he zentimen+s of naturalicst of Madrass about
+he Uuindy Leer dSanctuary becoming = National Park

we have locat:d z piece of land near ILa++ice Bridge.

A por+tion has becn bought and balance por+ion has

under the Urbaan ILand Ceiling Ac+. As soon as +his

been
applied for +to the Government of Tamil Nadu for release

is

done +he preliminary works like roads, +tree plan+ing,

wells etc. will commence. 4% is proposed +o have
rural frece dispensary to cater to all +he villeges
with a sepecial snake bi‘te +treatment ward. 4also an
library, rescarch facilities are being planned.

Mogt of +he proposed reptile exhibits will be
in a near natural habitat of +he reptile.

The entire progromme is dependent on +he help
of the Governmont of Tamilnadu and ot+her agencies

might +ake qui+e a few years before +he new centre

o
(=7

soon

nearby,
auditorium,

designed

X
2 nd
and
is

opened +o +he public. Till +hen i+ will con+tinue a*

Leer Sanctuary!

(=)

support
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he struggle +o save Silen+ Valley goes on. Our Prime
.inis+er Smt. Indira Gandhi and Departmen+ of Science and
Technology under M.G.K. Menon and well know figures like
Dr, M.s. Swaminathan are deovisi ways *+o help +he berala
Governmen+ wi+h an al+terna+e si We sincerely hope +hat
+he most valuable piece of biosphere will be prescerved.,

Mr. Velayudan working in +he Kerala S+tate Elect+ricity
board, Calicut+ who is much experienced in handling snakes for =
long long +time undertook a 'Serpa Yagna' +o es+ablish a world
record by living wi+h 50 poisonous snakes comprising of cobras,
krai+s, rusclls vipers etc., &after a good s+tort he was
unfor+unately bit+en by cobras a few +imes. He interupted his
vagna af+er 27 days and was hospitalised for 60 hours.

Gallan+ly he re-started, but+ under +he advise of his
dJoctor and his committece, he had +o give up the yagna which if
con+inued would have given Pr. Velayudan a proud place in the
vuinness bodt of world records.

He however wen+ back and complet+ed a stay of 75 hours with
75 snakes breaking the earlier record of 72 hours with 72 snakes
1¢

:1ld by br. Nelamkumar of roona in June 1980,

* * e *®

-

From our Trustces:—

in Interes+ing le+ter dated 23rd Sept. 1980 from Dr. M.V.
Eajendran M.A., Ph,D., Direct+or, Nellai Snske Park, Palayamkottai
=rnd Act+ing Direct+or of Madras Snzake Park Mrust.

I had a severe cobra bite on +he xigh+ index finger while
bagoing & new 572 footer. Immediately I applied ligh+ liga ' arq,
squeczed +he blood from +he finger, drank within 1Y2 hours 6
dozes \1 ounze) Bchinacea-Q in watcr. Three hours later since
my wife insis+ed, we wen*+ *o Yr. Victor Dorairaj, made an
incision, removed @ll +he blood and remaining poison from +hﬁ'
finger, *+hen cu%t +he¢ ligature, +thcecre was no side effect excerx
severe pain on *he cut point. Took an injec+ion of corkloore

ond come home. o symptoms of poison effect in +the system.
Nex+ day morning I resumed work, routine cycling c*c. bu*

a small quanti+y of poison hud.in¢1l+ra+ed +he skin and spreacdc
on +hg hand - swelling. é& few injec+ion of an+ibio+ics
were ziven 1 echinacea. Uring +es+ showed + 3 sugar. The
woctor was s why +he wound was no+ healing. 3 dozes
of insulin I have +aken. HNo gnhivenin. I wan+c¢d +o show

+ha+ an+ivenin is not +he only sure remedy. I am writing
now using my ballpoint res+ing on *he foo* of index finger and
holding with finger 1 and 3.

* * %

K. Erishoemoorthy,; B.Bt., MeBs,Bule, Dy Orthos; FC.0.8.,(1)

t i
H
.
=

Dr. K. Krishnamur+thy our Trustee who wos recently
co-opted in+o our board visited Bangalore in connection with
de+ails of an injec+ion to improve the clot+ing factor of
human bkood . He no+ed +ha+t the ce-agulation medium was
ob+zincd from the preparation of snake venom. In India it
is belicved +hat cn+ire co-agulent of this injcction is
impor+ed from Brazil where pilonecering work has been donc
1oav before, on usce of snake venom *o con*trol excaessive

=

(6)
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12 top management of the
manufacturecrs esearch sponsored by this
Pharmaceuticals i+ of  Bangalore could be ini+iated
under +he auspi01bs of +he Hadras Snake Park Trust wi*h
a medical officer and & chemist.

From +ho

¥* : *

& fine piece of dfficien+ enforcomon+ of +he Wildlife
hLct by *+he #wildlife Warde amil Nadu fores+ Uepartment -
Shri Wilson dorairaj, Tru +co Madras ©Snake Park Trust.

Snake skins scimed from tanncry - Hindu 25/9/80

Madras Scpt. 24+h -~ arcund 17 +housand numbers of
snake skins wor+h more +han RB.50,000 was seized from &
private tanncry in Pallavaram by +hc S+ta+e Forest
Lepartment Officials on Tuesday.

Under Scc+ion 50(1) (C) of +hc Wwildlife Protecc+ion
Act, 1972 +the Wildlifc Warden was cmpowered to seize
any animal ar+icle, trophy or uncured trophy held unauthor-
iscdly, seid Mr. VWilson Dorairej, Wildlife Warden, Madras.

Skins of cobra, rat snakc and many othcr non-poisonous
snakes were recovercd from +the tannery which was allegdly
processing +them wi+hout licence.

Trading of snakes skins requircd "dcalership liccnce
and +o conver+ +he hides +o finished ar+icles "manufacturing
licence" is nccded.

The +annery hsed procured +he snake skins through
unau+horised dealers mos+ly from Tiruchi DLis+rict and the
neighbourhood of Madras. The department had suspended
+he issue of +rapping licence of snakes from 1978,

Mr. Dorairaj said.

Cour+esy "+he Hindu" .
* * %

The Wildlife (Pro+*cction) hect, 1972 is one of +he
moes+ comprehensive pieces of Jle le1“+lon ever +o be
promulgat+cd +towards +he cause of ovr native fauna. To
nature lovers both wi+hin and outside +he Forest
Department, +his ac+ came as a voon. The various
provisions of +the Act, almost put an cnd to 211 forms
of *+rade in wildlife. 4lso, for genuine dealers in
business, a system of licences with s+rict condit+ions
for viola+ions, if any, wcre prescribed.

Heowever during +he course of implementation for
well over 6 years all over India, certain amecndments
were considered nccessary for better protection and

casy implementation. 4lso some more animals were

given protection by amending the various schedules.

The lates+t amendment to schedules was issued by
Government of India during the scecond week of September
1980 and +hese will +ake effect from 2nd October

1980, Among other +hings some of +he new addit+ions
are as follows:

1) A1l Hawks (Accipitridae) arec now included in
Schedule I.

PR . . -
ii) Osprey is now in Schedule I.

(7)



iii) Butterflies and moths included in #he

Uanaidaee, Lyczenidae,

., Pilsridae and o&*yriidac
edule L.

iV) laidlawi)

v)

the damili
Inopaplidae,
neuperlldbe,
lae, FPierridae,
Par+ II of Schedule

1T.

vi) (Rana spec cies)
vii)

U}
e~
<
0]

-
j=

vwrn,
cer

Regional
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4 Pyvthon Killing

Serve .
back
we had
iously

In +he summer o
Cn *the morning ot
+owords Amla Scot

Wﬁ“fﬁ*lﬁﬁ cn. the ¢
~anches barred a
four white sticl
Cautiously we movad
foliage s+il

impessible
in thoe S0l
air, and +
+he constr

enres
view, bu+ I coul spe what lcocoked like
b §

violentl

bock and with %he legs in +ho
—- wha+ agitated its legs was
(o] S

snake's coils.

go back, +he
3 excite momk
znd slid in+o +he
Bu+ before +ha+, I
in a coil just
tail-end in almost

of +he deer, 2xposing

I watched i+ raise i+s
.+ +ne chest of I4s victim,
oze of hlood.

asked +hé mahcut +o
we did not stay on but came
“ind +he python hack by i
there was nothing +o be
@ kill, I photographed i+:
whose welght: I estimated
pictures +he bhloody patch on

whe giant snake's size:!: as its gnout

()

ve you

py#hon‘s violent bites are clear. I can



tail-+ip was jus* clear of 2 small
distance bhetween +he s+ream and

the bush & cg-mark left by “~he python, found
it was jus+ one or +wo inches over 9 feet by my trustworthy

Thers are several intriguing and interes+ing points
raised by +this incident. Whet puzzled me was +he fury
wi+h which +he »py+thon bit a+ i+s victim's ches+t, after
already i suffocated i+ +o death. I asked a few men,
wise in ) c¢f snakes, why i+ should have done so, and

they wers unable +o2 prqw*ﬂc any likely explanation. Ny
own erlar°+ioh ig +théat+t a medium~sized python, a++tacking

prey the % chital needs +o work itself up into

a frenzy of aggrcse: +o be able +o kill. The bi+ing,
though i+ contributes no+hing +o +he killing, helps, purely
ins*tinct+ively, *o work up +*he snszke to the nccessary violent

activity- Of < vou and I know +hat the python kills
entirely by c ons+rlc+1on, and +*he+ no snake tears its victim
to death wi*th its {teceth as mammalian predators might, but
the poor illiterate pyvthon does not know +his, and so it
bites in addi+ion +c¢ suffoceting i+s prey to death.

M, Krishnan, Trustee, MSPT.

Madras Didry

Trades involving abominable cruelty are not+ confined
+o0 circuses and tribals. Handicraft shops in India abound
with bel+ts, wallets and purses made from snake skins
ob+ained in 2 horribly cruel way. Wheh caugh* by our
+ribals *he 3nakes are nailed +hrough +he +hroat +to a
tree and sikinned alive, the still living animal +ossed
aside +o sufifer *+he s7ow hideous dea+h of being devomred
by ants.

2rs ago 1 wrote an article on snakes for

a famous n journal and in +thce course of my researches
I visited “adyvas snake-skin tannery. When I reported

to +he magazine +he numb:r of snakes-skins 'processed'

there every day, +the edi+tor refused to believe me and

wrote direct+ +to +he +annery asking for confirmation,

which he promptly got. In that single tannery a2t +hat

t+ime, they weve producing 3000 skins a_day, and I was told
sorrowfully +hat ai onc time the figure had being 5000.

~

Apart from +he crvecl+ty imagine +the effect of +hat
on our ecology! snakes aré the mos+t important control
of our éreatest natural enemy, *he rat. I+ is not going
too far +o say that wi+hou+ snekes +here would be precicus
li++le rice for us +o eat here in India, rats would get
+he btigges+ sharce. Moreover, snakes control rats without
+he complication of polluting +he environment which is
what we do when we use poisons +to destroy vermin.

Why i+ is tha+t respectible stores of handicrafts
con+tinue +o sell products made from snake-skins when
+hey are aware of all +hese facts I cannot+ imagine.

I appeal +o reéaders of +his newspaper, and +o &ll who
are senshtive +o +he sufferings of animals and +he care

of our environment, no+ +o Yuy anything made of rep+1lo
skins. The sellers nced ndt fea¥ for +heir profits,

for *here are plen+ty of excellont alternatives available,

(9)



reigners who buy cobra skin products as exotiec novel+ies
n +ake back home, should be intformed of “~he damage *hey arc
doing and +the cruel+y involve They will find, in any case
+t+ha+ cobra skins are fragile +a1ngs tha+t won't las+ long.
Harry Miller, Truﬁtoo, T

Courtesy "The Indian Express"
* * *

+ i

Some Reptile loxes

) Sringcri +he fomous holy place of Sri Sankaracharya in
Karnatake was sclocted by «di Sankara during his digwvijayam
+o sclect a oum+ﬂ +o0 start the Sankara Mutt, I+t was raining

and = cobra was secen shielding from

X

—_

FAVer

on +*hc banls o
the roain watoecr a hatural pre;y) laying eggs which
were likely *o be - This was indeed 'Punya Bhoomi'!
and immediately dcecided as +he place for *he bhutt.

N
~—

Hore is 2 lore from Haryona......

There was a vVery pOCY woman. ohe was very pious
and a devotee of Nagaraja. Her husband died socon after
she delivered o child. Due +o cx+reme weakness she
could no+ give milk +o hcer baby-. So o sand boa used to
sncircle +he cow's legs and cnable her +o milk “hce animal.

%) Here are = few names of persons given +o respect the snase.....
Hogalakshmi, Nagabhushanam Seshaih persons
2 b4 & ¥

Nagpur, Nagerkoil (fowns)
4) Lore from Bihar (India).......

If +hce grase Sneke 'Harhara'! bites on a Sunday it would
be poisonous but no+ so on “he other days cf +he wecek.

5) I+ is said sre is a church in Goa, (India) which
was built over - ruins of a Siva Tcmple demolished by
+he Chris+tians ~nd Muslims. On lMohasivarathri dey 2 snake
goes up and knocks down t+he cross on +he spire. This is
the only chuwrch on which a cross is *+icd wi+h wirecs.

(It is bcliﬁved +ha+ tourist leaflets gives +he above
information

J

n

RRRING - RRRING! ! 414821

Madras cnake Ffarlk hercleieeiessees There is a big snake

in our compound!i! Could you please help us! ¥We arc all so
frightened!!.e..i..s Please do not worry, +he snake won 't
horm youe Do not panic! We will send our flying squad

v - away. Could you give your address plcasel.... The

chorges will be Bs. 13/~ (bu*+ only during working hours
84 +o HAM) NIl Lnyths: Bs.15/~ or R.50/- I don'+ mind
but+ please come immadia

n af+er ocur +team caught +he
+he prompt ac+ion! Your people
b of your calander abou*+ ‘the
+here is no nccesgit+y for

+he kadras ©Snc
8.304M +o0 6PM,

ke Park. Who+

UQ
are your

Thank youw vaery much.

espyoenrd o rall .

A bRymical snan



.

From every state we welcome informat+ion on
snaxe my*thclogy, shake +emple and worship, snake

stories, snake cults, names c¢f persons pertaining +o
sna 2ils of snake design.jewellery or ornaments,

de+eils of different entertainmen+t using snakes, products
wafac+ured using snake skin e+c. and any other
-ing snake news.

3 * *

isitors *o Madras Snake Park Trust

Dy, C.Z. Mohapatrs
Asst. Tnspector-general of Forests
Government of India

Dated - 24/9/8

"Thad my unique experience wi+h +he crown of Lord Shi-

but today I am much impressed to see +he garden of snakes
ms

The wvieit has helped me to learn more of my environment |

S * 3*

i MoLeoA., Cannanore
T
ey Chalakudi
ina Moorthy M.L.A., Kerszls

+ha+t +his sort of volunﬁary ven+ure should
helped by +he Governmen+ d o+her

*
*

“or 5F Forests
Lcutta

"Ifhis parl has already found a place very
Justifiably in ~he wildlife map of India. I can
only add my wvolce to +he chorus of praise showered

z by visitors from far and near"

on +this

® * *

Kithong Vougsay
LAmbassador of the lac Peoples Democratic Republic

22/ 8/80

Y -
Lo tad -~

"Mhere cre so many kinds of snakes which are
interesting to See. In our own country we don't have
& waxk though t+there are so many varieties of snakes in

cur foreet and jungles',.

(11)
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~ri 4. Chiakrapani B. oliey, L.L.B, M.L.C,,
Government Chief Whip
s .P. Legislative Council
Hyderabad, i,
Dated - 14/8/80

"I really received zood educatiocn on snaokes. My
experience during the visit dieg very exciting. I wish +his
institution +c grow and my good wishes +o +he members and
organizers of + s +rus+
Shri M.K. Jha
I.G., C.I.D. Bihar
17, Has+ings Road, Patna
Dated -2/8/80

"I visited +he snake park +twice today once in +he morning
to see the wide varicetiess oFf rephthiles and later in +he
afterncon to watch xtraction of venom from 2 cobras.
The expexrience was ing but+ wiaht lmpressced ms more was
+he manner and +thw vhereby +he experts and workers
have moved with car carelessness inside tne anPo pits,
full of scoreﬂ of of all kinds; more sc 1eir earncst
desire +to dispel wrong 2rding snakes are
dangerous creatures., eres+ting and very
cducative ",

by +he snakes
given +o us'

*

Shigd . Tolde
Direc+or, Natural Histcry Museum
Gandhi Noagar, Gujarat
"“vﬂk all over +he world suffer on accaount of
vrejudice man has Inherited since +the azes. Such snakes
parks would be of gread value in removing +he age old
prejudice Snakes are actually friends of man and how +hey
con+x 1ou+u o our welfare xnﬁ also +he part +they play in +he
schernie of nature needs +o be hWFhll”’ted through such parks
Indeed, +this park is doing wonderfully well in +hese dlrectlo nse
€ wish ha+ +his park p%ovidcs necessary leadership for the
b many such parks in India +o ensure +he
%m<kes and +o educate millions of our citizens.

*

(12
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FURTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1980 HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM:

Richard D. Bartlett Dr, T. S. N. Murthy

Daniel Fernande:z Ms. Janet Mitchell

Kishor K. Gohil : Louis Porris

Charles Greyhosky Aasheesh Pittie

R.J. Gaplewski Asad Rafi Rahmani

C. M. Keene Diana Ratnagar

Dr. Konrad Klemmer N. Ram ,

H. S. Premkumar Messrs. J. K. Synthetics Ltd.
Chandrasekhar Kar P. M. Vasantharajan
Matampu Kunjukuttan D. M. Vardhu

Raymond Loque Librarian, Wildlife Division,
Dr. M. V. Subba Rao Papua New Guinea.

One of the 25 baby Iguanas (Iguana iguana) hatched at the MSPT
on 26th May.



SUBSCRIPTION

Local : Rs. 10 anncaly
Foreign : $ 2 annually (surface)

$ 4 annually (air-mail)

Cheques should be made to the Madras Snake Park Trust

A baby Indian Python (Python molurus molurus) that hatched at the
MSPT on 23rd July. -

Newsletter of the Madras Snake Park Trust, Guindy Deer Park, Madras-600 022. Edited by A. N. Jagannatha Rao
Information may be used elsewhere with acknowledgement given to Hamadryad, Madras Snake Park Trust.



