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News from the MADRAS SNALE FAgl and:
MaDhad CrQCODILE BANK

The vtnake Fark is being given elaborate facilit+ies at the
+ourist trade fair this year, which will function from 22
vecember un+il +he end of February. Our annual participa+ion
in +he +*+rade fair gives +*hcusands of rural touris+s an
opportunity +o observe and learn abou+*+ snakes.

A new python house has been made for our rock pythons end +he
center pit has been re-constructed “o accomoda+e 770 visi+ors
at a time. I+ is equipped wi+h fane, flood ligh+s, and a

PA system. A ten minute lect+ure an’ demons+ra+ion is given

every hour.

Work has begun on the museum, *o be called Snakes and Ourselve
which will heve photographs, ar+ifac+s and o+her i+ems of
relevance. Mr. li. Krishnan, Trus*ee and +he fines* wildlife
photographer in india, is providigg large blow-ups for displa}
t
fobert+ Larson from U+tah, UbA, arrived in l-dras in Novewber
+0 begin his assignm=-n+ wi+h *he sn-ke park. e will be
working on improving and ex+ending “he exhibi+s.

Sa+ich Bhaskar a+t+ended #@ sea tur*le conferencer in +he °
Uni+ed S+a*tes in November-wvcce::ber. e is now no longer
associatcd wi'l: +he onake Park, having resigned; but will
hopefully kee; up his interes+ in sea *ur+les.

The Crocodile Bank has received two grants. Tha+ from +he
Tamil hadu Tourist VLevelopmen+ CLorpora+ion, for us.25,000
is the second part of a-dona+ion for *he cons*-ruc+ion’ of
enclosures and *oursgst focilitices. The o+her, of Lk 10,000
frou *he International ifeptile Lea+her Associa+ion is for
résearch on and breeding facili‘ies for +he charial
(Gavialis ganreticus), of which +he Crocodile dank

now has 6. -

negording +he wale gharial from +he Frankfurt «oological
Gardens, he was sent *o0 +ie UGovernwen* of India/FAO0 - -

Crocodile Yroject in idyderabad.
\

The Crocodile Brnk has mede i+c firs+ sale of ..ugger for
release. 10 t+hree year olde werec sen+ +o *+he Madhya Fradesh
Forest Lenartmen+, for release in Shivpuri Na*ional Park.

A calendar of the Madruas Snake Park Trust has been
brcugh+ out+ for 1980. Our Trustce M. hrishnan has
helped us with the layout =n¢ gupply of fine snake
pic*urec. The calendar is put up for sale a* na.7—50/—
each. Coclourful Car and bcooter atickers have also
been introduced *for sale at Rs.2/- and ne.1/- each.
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oluuil™ VALLSY

The ©ilent Valléy strug_le continues. Thoughh +here is a good
chance *ha+ +he herala Governmen+* mignt afterall give a
second +hough* +o0 con+*inue +he woris at *he project, a

lurking fear persists +h:+ +ae ba*+le may be los+. Our

Prime sinis+er <+, Indira Gendhi who is wnown for her

s+rong views on pro+ection of nature seems to view *+.
whole ma++er sympe*heé+ically and advise +he herala
vovernmnén+ +*o reconsicder. Le&'s hope!

[0}

GUviisels SubLbILG_s™ LALKA. CLUCOLILE BhiK- 1979

The Crocodylus palus+ris brecding season at nodras

Crocodile Bank in 1979 was chcrec+erized by +hs fact that -3

6 of*hc 8 females in *+he breceding group laid +wo separate i
clu+ciues of eg¢s. "houg.: lit+le is xnown abou+ +*he nes+~ing
habi+s of wild mMugger i+ was assumed *t. at J.ike mos+ crocodilians
i+ lays a single clu*ch o7 eg:8 per year, Ths pair orf .ugLer

4+ +he wnake rfark produced a double clu*ch in 1976 and +ribels
A+ Amareva i Leservoir revor+ed "o us +ha+ 'aey have observed
+wo nasting '=easons' in a+ leest B0 e individual mugger.

mhore is some.evidence +ha+ o+ther crocodilians some*imes nest
more than once a year (for example, two dis*inct layers of
alliga+tor eggs have been found in one nest). However +here

are apparen+ly no references on confirmed cases of double
nes+ing. .

The following table gives a breakdown of thie years' breeding
resul*s. Ae far as we know *he dominan+ male 'Beta' (abou+ i

2" years old, 3.25 m long) serviced all the femeles. MNos* o

of the femeles were recred from +he egg since 1971 (8 yeariolds);
'Nova' however is abou*+ +he same age as Be+a. Th= females are
all 2.2-2.5 m in lerg+hes This year egg and hatchling measurements
were no+ +*aken bu+ +he differecnce in sizes in various clu+ches
were repor+edly not significan+-nor consistently bmaller in

+he second nes+s. (Table on FPage'3"

LET "ER FaOi 2wl LILuCTOR i

Rom Whi+aker likes to believe he is missed at +he snake
park, and sends t+his message from rapua New Guinea where
he is temporarily based, with +he crocodilc project.

Coming in low over the sea *0 Jr.ckson's airpor+t+ in Iort
moresby we vere amaged to see open gra sland, savannah with
eucalyp+ds +rces do-*ing the coun+ryside. The dense
+ropical fores+s of Yapue lew Uuinea are further wes+ and
nor+h, in +hec hills.

we are living in a house on s+il+s, +he +ypical construc+*+ion
of +he coun+ry, a* Loitaka Crocodile i'arm on +he ou+skir+s

of Por+ loresby. LBvery evening the sky is filled wi+h
screeching iainbow worikee+s and in +he early morning we Wwake
+o +he sounds of three raucous birds, *he Helmeted IFriorbird,
+he Bu+cherbird and *he Bluewin.ed Kakaburra, the last of
which is +he locanl version of our U+orkbilled hingfisher.

Wwalking around *+hc gerden we find several species of lively,
- PEREC I . P e NirvdkAav o Tand@aa T.47awvrd wi‘h a noin+ad
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head like our Vine inake) and the wg+er Lizard which is as
couron herc as Cald+es is in lndia. The la**er runs fast
on 1+s hind lcgs, like ~itang, and is abou+ the s me size
as Calo+es versicolor 1is in umadrss.

On ¢&& evenin_: walls down-our path we have found baby
crocodiles, Frown ‘ree w~nakes (which look almos+ iden+ical

+o *he and iman Ca* ®dne2ké), +he Brown seaded Snuke and an
occasional Carpes ry+hon, *“he mos* common of +he five
py+thons Found in +his area. There are no *+oads na*ive to,

Fapua bhew wuines bu* +ne Sou*h sAmerican marine +oad was
in+trocduced severzl decades ago aud +he gerden is full of
+hese gian+s, ) >

A few da's 2.0 2 lar,e teipan, one~of +he most danzerous /-
snakes in “he world, =z1lid across +lhie road in*+o one of +he
crocodile breediang pens and hid i+self in +he grass and leaf
nes*+* of a dew Uuinea fresawa+er crocodile. We have caugh+

several *aipans @2nd kept+t +hom for a while +o0 observe and
pho+tcegraph. Thev don'* feed well however, so ve release
+hecm af+cer o week or so. Lno*her local venomous snake, the

Lea+h «cder is a shor+ fet+t elapid which looks so much like

+ i3 di.ficul*+ +o believe it is ac+t+ually in
amily :s +he cobra, krait+ and +aipan. This snake
we nave Tound in +he riverine fores+ of Brown Hiver, which is
a hrlf an hour drive {from Hcre.

L+ Brown xircr can be found +he o+her four species of pythons
of +his 2rea: +ae small ureen Tree Py+hon, L'Alber+is'
Fy+hon (beau+iful 1y 1r1deocen+) +he wat+ter Python (black,
and growing +o ovexr 15 f+) and +he Ame+hys+ine Py+hon
which is +*he lar_es+ species here, growing +o over 27f+,

i \ '
lhy work ie »nor+ly involved with *“he loitaka Crocodile Ffarm,
agvernantéerons+tration farm, where we are doing research on
crocodile trceding and rearing techniques. This is the
nes+ing fcascn (lNovember-bzcecuber) of boti +he New Guinea
freshvwat+tev croccdile (C.novaeguineae) and +he saltwater
Crocecdile (C.vorozns). Bo+h species const+ruct large mound
nes*s frcim lzevoes, grass, s+icks and :ar+h abou* 1Y2m in
dia..cter wnd neariy o meter high. "here are 1500 crocodiles

on *he form, about 40 of which are breeding size females.
Two of *“he largest crocodiles in capt+ivi+y are housed here-
bo+h sal+we+er crocs abou+ 16f+ long and weighing close +o

a ton cach.

I heve beoen helping three prive+e chickan and pig - farms
s+art large comaercial crocodile farms to eventually house
15,000 crocs in each, The ider behind +his is +o provide

a 1mall crocodiles caugh™ by village hunters
fe) 2Ve +o kill +hese li-+le croces for +he skins.
"here e _Lout 27 village level crocodile "farms" where
bush ma+orizl pens hold 27-191 crocodiles which are reared
£y 2boui Fu.roe ywinrs to culling size.s Crocodiles are

+ T moany people living way out in the wide

of wes+ern Province and Las+ and ues+
lly +hese people have hun+ed crocodiles
“2¢y en+er the na+ion's cash economy by

(4)
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"he main conserva*ion move by +he project is &2 ban on *he
sale of skins over 27" in belly wid+h, corresponding +*o
a brecding esize, seven foo+ crocodile. By protec+ing +ne
breeders from commercial exploita*ion i+ is hoped +ha* +he
crocodile indus+*ry will go on and on. There is no industry
in +*+he forecemable future +o replace crocodile skins as an
income carner in “he remote creas, and ideally 'he perpetuat
of ‘*he indus+ry will save +ic swamps from eventual draining
for axriculture, dawuming of rivers and o+her dras+*ic
environmental changzs. 95, of +ne land in +his country is
“owned by various tribes ~nd so i+ is very much +heir
decision =2s +o0 what i+ should be used for and wha+ develop-

men+s should +. ke pl-~ce.

Par+ of my job has been +o0 visit +he villa e farms in

remote =areas an. advise on bet*er rearing +techniques. we
have also evolved a live crocodile buying scheme, and me+hods
of packing tiae crocs by +he hundreds on the only local
available +ransport; canoes ér +he flat bottomed aluminium
boats known as rivertrucks. hen +he crocodiles arrive

at+ +he szovern.ent farms (+here are five others around the
coun*ry besides roitaka) +hey a2re kept there for a few weeks.
.™Men, a char*ercd lioht plane arrives +o +ranspor+ thcm in
specially made partitioned boxes *o-*he large commercial
farms. ' :

while on pa*rol "in +he bush", we have seen some fascina+ing
+hings. The peonle, whaq are ethnically divicded in+o nearly
700 +ribes use = Vqrie*y of bows and srrows and make some
of *ue most+ beautiful 'primi+ive' carvingzs in +he world.
we have be¢n for+una+e +o 'vwi+ness village d=nces (sing—sings'
“wi+h people decked ou*+ in cassowary and bird of paradise
" plumes, hea*ing on moni+or lizard skin drums, and singing
soncs of *he no* so dis+in+ head hunting ond cannibzl
days. On +he St+riciland niver we saw the nes+ing banks
of +“he Fly wiver “ur+le 2nd we now have onec of +hese endemic
“urt-les, which h=s a pig-like nose and sea +ur+lc like flippez

Back in For+ rioresby we are jus+ wai+ing for +he brown
parched land +o be drenched wit+h *he firs+ rains of +he
nor+h wes+ monsoon. I+ is summer here below +h- equator
and the ho+ mugginess reminds us of pre-monsoon deays
back homne.

s LhIng COBRA NOTL.O

The mere name King “Yobra is enoush *o conjure up
fantastic imagee and legends. Unfor+unately i+ often
affects *he travel/hun*?ng/adven*ure +ype writers ~—nd
results in sensational fact twisting and exaggera*ion for
+he sac.e of a thrillin_ s*ory. Liven +he la+e Jim Corbe++
could not recsist a gutsy King Cobra chapter in one of

his books.

Fairy talce about king cobr~s include abilit+y +o *rcvel
as ‘ost as a horsez, spitting venom, unprovoked aghiressive
o++acks, revenging a killed ma+e &n'! many other feats
considered worthy of a supcr snake.

(5)



™o bring *his magnificien+ snake 'down' *o +*he level of
re2li+y in no way diminishes i+s impressiveness. 4s is 80
of+en true in na+*ure, *he fac+s are jus+ as s+ar+lipg and
interes+ing as +he fict+ion.

In India, king cobres find their home in +he dense rain forests
of +he Wwes+ern Ghat+s, +he eastern dimalayan foo*+-hills, +he:
Andzaans, and even +he fores+ &nd uangrove swanps of Bengal

and Oriesa. "he male is considerably larger *+han tae female
and apparen+ly finds her wi*hou* difficul+y some *“ime around
liarch, *he breedin:; season. Unce wuoting ie accomplished +he

+wo snekes go t+heir separat+te ways, possibly never +o uncet agoin.,
af+er about+ a won+!r +he female find:" a sui+able nes+ing site

‘o lay her 15-25 e. ugs.

bhe chooses a ba.uboo grove and cets about +he¢ +ask, +edious

for an animal wi-“hou+ limos, of gatiher ng leave: toge+her for
her nes+ mound. Using loops of her body she scrarpo2s +ae leaves
from a circle somne 3 m in diame+cer ~2pd piles thewm up at +he
cen+er, Af+er several days she has a compac+* pile nearly 2 f+
high :nd 3 f+ in diame+cr a*+ +the boce. when +ae +ime ie right
shz en*ers +he bot+om of 'lie nest zand deposits her egee in a
cup shaped hollow just+ atove g.ouna level.

By _+his +ime *he sou*h-west monsoon has generally begun -nd

+0 shel+cr herself frow +he heavy rain drops +he femaleabdr-
Ring . Cobra lies coiled under a few layzrs of leaves a*+ +ne +op
of +he nes+. 48 the week: wear on she coés not leave +*ae

nes+ *+o feed. - If her skin-shzdding time arrives she sheds it
o *ihe nest. ™he rains bat+er her nest down so she is now
14ying expocsed +o *+he elements. "he egrs however remain qui+te
untouched by the rain; jus+ warm and moist enouszlh +o ensure
safe development of +he embryos. Aft+er abou*+ 65 days i+ is
+ime for +he eggs to ha+ch.

Lurins her *wo mon+h vigil +he nes* was apprbached +*hree
+imes: by a moni+or lizard, a wild pig, and wood cut++ers wi+h
+heir dogs. In each case *he s+arved and weak female rouszed
herself, expanded her brigh+ly banded hood and raised up her
head and body a me*cer above her coil on *+he nes+. In every
case +*his s+ar+ling sight wis enough +o dissuade +ne intruders
from approaching any cloger. If +hey had, t+he snake would
have slid away in*+o +he jungle, quickly; bu*+ +he display
worked each +ime.

~shen ‘he babies s+art hatching *he sligh* movement+s +hey
made indicu+es +o0 +..c femule tha+ her job is over and

wit+thout a backward glance she moves off +o look for her firs+
mcal in over two wonths. ada+chling king cobras slit +he lea+hery
shelle with +heir special e.g +tooth and take +heir firs+
breath of air. Within a few houre mos+ of “hem rre
inquisitively looking out of tbhe - nes+ &nd probing +*he
nir with sensi+ive +*ongues. Gradually +hey sca**cer and
climb in+to the sofety of +he bamboo. ~ome will soon be
killed by birds end monitor lizards bu+ 7 fow will . row
+o0 over 1,f+ in leng+h, fceding on ra+ snakes and other
snakes. Now and +hen o human will catch a glimpse of one
of thesc (reat snnkes and +he legcnds and s+ories would

.0 on and on.

Komulus v“hi+aker

(6)



SNantb IN PERAobiYA CalPUL, ShI LALEA

The Universi+y park lies -+ an al+i+ude of 48D me+ers and
consis*s of about 187N acres. Un *he cas+ of +he park is

+he Han+ana mountain range from which several s+reams run down
+hrouch +he park grounds *+o +“he lhahaweli diver on *+he west.

To +he nor+h are +he Peradeniya Botanical tardens. ZFYar+ of
+he canpus was formeYly a +tea and rubber es+a2t+e, ~nd approx-
ime+:1ly 1199 acres are on +he slopes of +he taontane mountain
ran_c. “he presen+ s+udy was conduc*+ed on +he inhabited

par+ of 'he campus, around +.e official buildin.s.

196 snakes belonging ~o 16 species were collec+ed during
January 1969 +o Leccuber 1975 (secec +able). THese were all
found during +he day. Informa+ion such as +ine and place
of cap+ure, epecies sex nannd leng*+*h was 1ecorded. INo snake
bi+e deat+ths werc reported during +his period.

’ H

“he dis*ribution of *he 16 species of sn-kes cap+ured are
tabled. "here were four species of venomous snakes. The
cobra Naja naja naja was the com:iones+ snaoke on +he campus.

Of +hose caugh+, 10.3» were polyocellate (irregular markings) .
(Of more +han 270 cobras cap*ured in Sri Lanka, only 10p

were polyocellat+e).

The o*her comron snake was +he ™rinke+ Sneoke (Elaghe helena)
There were 15 females and 2 males. Collec+ion da+a from
other par+s of +ie country confirmed +he. abundance of

fem~les +o czules.

‘he snakes no+ accoun*ed bu* which could occur in +he
universi*y park are *he uropel+ids and Agkistrodon. I
have collec'ed t.cse in +..e vicini+y of Peradeniyz campus.

Leng+h -
The leng*hs of 171 snakes verc rccorded. Of +lie 39 Nejas,

14 were over 1770 mm in leng+*h. The lon;es+ cobra was a
male (179 wm). Th- ler_es+ sn-ike in +he present s*udy

was » female Ptyag mucosus waximus (179“ mm ) . (& xo= snealre
cau_in* in *+he dentana mounteins was 2659 mm). mos+ of

“he female L.helsne were longer *han 'lhe males.,

Lezson

In an island-wide s+udy on sncoke bi+os i+ was observed
that +here was no distinct seasonnl pattern in bi+tes (de

Silva 1976). 1In *he’present s*udy i+ was secen +ha+ sn-kes
did no* nave 2any distinctly seasonil habi*s; ~nd rain fall

¢id no* secm +to offect+ +heir hebi+s.

No marked mmle/female pat+tern was observed during various
months except *that of *he 15 fe sle i.heleng 8 were captured
during Noveuber.

Locality

Moot of *he snlkes were causht in and around + e -~nimal
house in which ra+e and mice are kopt ior eiperimoental
purposes. Of the 39 najgs, 17 =.helecng add 7 P.mucosus,

~ o~ o~



Zime

From collec+ion da*+ae i+ seems +hat*he peak of ac+ivit+y was from

€ am +o 9 am. Thec earlier observo+ions on paja were confir..ed,
av mos+ of *he lerger specim:ns were caught be+ween 12 noon
'nd 3 pw. 2. helena scemed +o be ..ost 2ctive during +he
worning hours. his nac often been observed in corptivi+y

os well.

Lris*ribution of snckes in +he universit*y park

vpecies l.ale Fem- Total FPercent-
___________________________________________ C2  F TR .
Typhlops braminus 1 1 2 1.7
P+yas rnucosus maximus Sp. nov. 3 4 7 5.9 .
tlaphe helena " 2 15 17 14.3
Oligodon sublinea+*us 2 1 3 2.5
Lycodon stria+us sinhaleyus sp. nov. 8 7 15 12.6
Lycodon gaulicus 0 3 0D 2.5".
Lendrelaphie bifrenalis 1 i 2 LT
Boiga +rigonata 1 1 "2 1T
Boigs ceylonensis ceylonensis 1 1 2 1%T
Ahae*ulla nasu*a nasuta 1 5 6 50
Na+rix s+ola+*+a s+ola+a 3 7 17 8.4
A+rec+ium schis+oswn 1 0 1 n.8
Bungarus ceylonicus ceylonicus 2 2 3.4

N~ ja naja naja 25 14 39 32.8
Vipera russelli pulchella 3 2 5 4.2
Trimeresurus trigonocephalus . 0 1 1 0.4

Mo+al 54 65 119

Anslen de vilva
Facul+y of medicine
Peradeniya Campus
Peradeniva

pri_lanksa
(8)



QUR HERPETQLQOGICAL MUSEUM

The Madras Snake Park Trus+ has commenced a new proj
+o set+ up a Herpe+ological Museum. Our aim is %o collect
all +he, 236 species of Indian snakes and +heir sub-specie
Though +he task is stupendous. our int+ial sucess in *+he fo
collec+ion trips under+aken gives_a lot+ of encouragement

.go ahead. T™e work has b:en undertaken by Prof. M.V. Raj

endran M.A., Ph.uU., the present Direc+or of the Park wi+h
+he acsistance of one or two helpers of +he park. A brie
report of the four trips is given below,

Dein 1

' Dates of collection : 28th amd 29+h July 1979.

Places Visited : Rubber planta+ions near Vannanparai, smb:
estate north west hilly area of western
ghats of Kanyakumari Listrict about 2000

high. .

Snakes collected : a) Uropel+id snakes belonging +o +hree
genera.

i) Uropel+is rubrolinea+us - 2 specime:

14 Uropel*is/phipsoni - 1 specimen
iii) fhinophis +ravancoricus - 5 specim

The collec+ions were made digging a bund of humus mixed
mois+. soil-containing ear+hworms near *‘he border of a riv:
Uropel+is phipsoni is more hardy and i+ stuck on +o +he-
interspaces of +he lines of rubber +rees in a comparative.
poor gravelly soil, though mixed wit+h humus. b) Colubrin:
snake belonging +o +he genus Xylophis. Three adults
resembling young Rhinophis 2nd +wo young ones were collec:
from the surface covered by dry leaves and humus, from +h
same area where Uropel+ids were ga+hered. In colour and

‘superficial resemblance in shape +hey mimic Rhinophis.

I+ belongs +o the species perrote+s. c) Small typholopid

' were also collected underneath dry logs of woodi» where

larval earwigs and +ermites were common.

Trip II

Undertaken on 31st 4“ugus+ las+ed fill 4+h Sentember 1979

Places Visi+ed : Periyakulam, Madurai district and . . |
Alagarkoil hills, 14 miles north of
Madurai.

Among our collec*ion of snakes and lizards the following
are worth mentioning:

i) Ked bellied green whip snake (Dryophis nasutus rhodoget
from Kallipatti (Periyakulam), prett+y large green snake
with the cen+ire ventrels rose-red in colour (a rare sub-
specics). When brought +o0 our terrarium in +he snake par}
four+e?n young ones wWere born, all wit+h light green belly.

ii) One Boiga wi+h +he usual ( ) gawmma mark on the head
bu+ +he forwnrdly direc+ed m¢dizn linc ending in a cross.

(9)



iii) A pair of Brown Whip Snakes (Pryophis pulverulentus)
This brown vine snhke is a rare type found in Wes‘ern ghats.
Alagar hills are situated fer in+erior and onec never expected
‘herce. T™his is @ new record in the faunat#fAlgar hills.

+hem

The Lacer-id ligard Cz ri*a leishnaul+i (five from Kallijat+i
in front* of t+hz women's college, and six from alagar hills _
cn *he dry 10ad side were collec+ed. GUreen (Calo*es calo+es)
one pailr from salagar hills and several Mabuya bibroni and
ocitana ponticeriana from Feriyakul:z:m were o+her reptiles
collected

Teaip IIL
La*es 24+h +o0 29+h October '79.

Localities wvisited: Periyakulam (Kuhpakarai Thamaraikulam and
kallipat+i and «lagar hills a.ain)

Peculiar snakz collected in *+his +r1p is the Giznt Blind
enake (Typhlops acutus) 19.5 inches long and 0.4 inch +hikk,
uniformly cylindrical wi"h a short +tail =nd beaked snout. This
was collected in the s+oh pathway to +he spring up in +he
Algarkoil hill (2000 feet) Smi+h in fauna of Bri+ish India
says, 'hare of latitude 169, +he largest of all +he oriental
species" I+ is the firs+ record from liadurai uistrict. One
more Brown Whip snake. was also collected in +he higher

elevation.

Trip IV
LUntes: 30+h Octobes to 2nd November 1979.

Pleces visi*ed - Kavaloor in +he Javvathu hills of Nor+h arcot
Bistrict, 3000 ft high.

°
.

Peculiar collection : Uropel#*is ellioti o new subspec1es no+
recorded so far. . :

* * *

T



FURTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1980 HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM:

Asad Akhtar P. K. Mukherjee

R. S. Achuthanandan K. K. Mukherjee
Subhendu Bancerjee L. Namassivayam
Binod C. Choudhury Shilpin Patel

Julian P. Donahue V. K. Ramachandran
Dr. S. Dutt N. Ram

Dr. Barry Hughes Wildlife Club, F. R. I. & College
Rene |. Honegger Richard Shine
Charles N. Hansell Mark A Sraton
David R. Jardine Ramesh Uttam

J. N. Laitinen Shantilal N. Varu

P. A. Mani S. Vvalliappan
Udayvan In:dravalan Mehta Ameet K. Zaveri

The Giant blind Snake (Tvphlops acutus)



SUBSCRIPTION )

local : Rs. 10 annually 4
Foreign : S 2 annually (surface)
) 4 annually (air-mail)
\
Cheques should be made to the Madras Snake Park Trust
i
I
H
\

Brown whip snake (Dryophis pulverulentus)
Alagar Hill, Madurai Dist. S. India.
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