NEVS FROM THE MADRAS SNAXE PARK
AND MADRAS CROCODIIE BANK

The Snalze Park wvas asked to catch and take away a pair of
%ing cobras that were regularly seen in a shola at the
Balanoor Tea and Rubber Estate in Chickimaglur district.
Members of the Park, including Chockalingam, an experienced
Irula, snent six days searching for the snakes but vere
unsuccessful.

The photozrapher Jehangir Guzdar was at the Snake Park and
Crocodile Banlt, covering various aspects of the two organizations.
Sone of his photographs will be used to publicize the Bank

waich still draws only about 1000 visitors a week.

Jan Yedved, a good friend of the Snake Park, sent a parcel of
African, American and South Aunerican snakes for display at
the Park. These are all doing well in new enclosures near

the entrance. -

Satish Bhaskar spent two and a half months (Sentember-November)
in the Iaccadive Islands, Indian Ocean, on behalf of the

Snake Park. His comprehensive report will help evaluate the
status of sea turtles, dugongs and other marine life in the
islands and attempt an assesment of the impact of tourism,.

At the invitation of the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
of Ceylon, the Director and his wife vere six weeks in

Sri Lanka (Ceylon) in prder to observe the present status of
the mugger and estuarine crocodiles,

Visitors to the Crocodile Bank during September to Deceiiber
included the American ambassador Dr Robert Goheen, the
Inspector General of Forests, and the Union Ilinister for
Tourism, lir Kaushik.

Jeff Power, from St Olaf's University in iinnesota, is at the
Crocodile Bank for three unonths. He is assisting in aany
aspects of the care and maintenance of the crocodiles inclu-
ding data recording, marking and measuring crocodiles and
necropsies,

The IUCH/SSC Crocodile Specialist Group meeting will be held
in Pebruary at the Madras Crocodile Bank.

The windmill at the Crocodile BDank has been installed. It operates
a six inch piston puap to draw water from a bore well and will
be the mnain water supply for the Bank.




Mrst Turtle Tagging

Perhaps the earliest record of turtle tagging is mentioned
in J ¥ Bennet's "Ceylon and its Capabilities" (Tondon, 1843%),
In 1794 a Dutch gentleman tagged turtles (probably greeus,
Chelonia mydas with riveted brass rings about 2/3 inches
wide, with a legend in Dutch and 'falay. In 1826 a ring was
brought to Bennet from a 400 1lb turtle that visited the
sane cove for 32 years (Turtle Cove, 10 miles from Yala, on
the east coast). The author added his initials and the date
on the ring and released the turtle.

Teatherback Hatchery at Yala National Park

The +1Idlife and Nature Protection society of Ceylon
maintains a leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) hatchery at
their bungalow outside Yala ational Park. During egg laying
season nests are hought from commercial collectors and
the eggs transplanted and incubated at the hatchery. The
average hatching percentage has been some 607,

Progress of the TAO/UNDP Crocodile Project

Dr .- V Subba Rao has written about The UND? Crocodile
Project in the October '77 issue of Science Today. fihen
the project started in late '75, there were only €0 to 70
gharial in India; within a year, 450 babies were being
reared. At present, some 1400 gharials are growing in
various sanctuaries...rliore interestingly, seven PhD scholars
are worzing with Dr Bustard (the UNDP/TAO expert) along with
1500 tribal workers.” The project envisages that once the
Satzosia Gorge (a gharial sanctuary) is restocked, the
annual profit froan skins alone will be as high as Rs.
1,500,000. Crocodile meat, a delicacy in countries such as
Japan, may fetch upto Rs 40 a kg.

Snake Parlt in Tirunelveli

T

A Trustee of the Tadras Snake Parlk, Dr ¥ V Rajendran,
is constructing a snake vark in Tirunelveli. The Yellai
Snake Park, as it will be called, has financial support
from several local businessmen, and will serve as a
public education center.

Crocodile Sanctuary

The Government of Uttar Pradesh has p
sanctuary for the gharial on the Chambal
will be financed by the Center.

lans to create a
River. The »roject

Crocodile Farm Vashed Awvay

The recent floods on the Cauvery river have washed away
the “ilikudi Crocodile Farm near Grand Anicut: there are no
signs of the crocodiles.,

from Columbia, South Anerica

Prof Trederico .iedem of the Instituto Roberto Franco writes
in a letter dated 15th October '77: "I also had an unexpected
case of egy laying. A hybrid betveen the Dwarf and the
snooth-Fronted Caiman (Paleocuchus palpebrosus and P.trigonatus)
collected from the wild in 1068, laid 12 eggs on September
27, '77. I observed her tehavious daily for four or five hours
(arounting more leaves, etc) but gince three days she stopped.
Apparently the nest has now the desired form. Hatching should
take place about the 27th of December,*
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SRI TAEZA CROCODITE SURVLY

¥hen we nasged the lagoon, just a sandbank away from the sea,
we aidn't zive it auch tqougnt Ve sot down to the Pusiness of
visiting tanks and lakes within Yala Yational Park and trving
to ddteriine the augzer (Crocodylus paluutrls) ponulation.,

O
ir the evening, exhausted, we walted dovm GO the 1agoon to
viatcii the sunset. A few fret from the 1apjlng water, near a
gJancrove watch, veas a tunnel with fresh trac''s leading into the

”wva, Returning at aight vith torches, we »nicked out the eves
adult mugger, on the far side of the lagoon, and six

two weeir 0ld hatchlingzs hiding in the man"rove atch (Deraniya~
‘rote on the sall water tolerance of bgger in 1539).

it o vaant and auch assistance from the Tildlife and

Nature Protection Society of Ceylon, we start ed out crococdile
survey of Sri Ianita 1n nid September '77. It was the end of the
robwat season, and vravelling as we vere on a motor cycle, wve
mevw that the mouasoon was there o siay. Ve had just arrived
during the transition period, when the mugger were returning
froa their dry pCflod nldeouts to the swelling tanks and streams.
¢hen the drought period b 'nS some crocccdiles go iato estivation
either in tunnels or in n vy Jungle. The rest congregate in
vhatever remalning water there 1is,

.A_LA.Q

During our five weelk stay in the country, we atteapted
cover at least a2 reprssentative aumber of the 10,000 tanks in
Sri Ianka. Our daily routine was to travel 70-8C miles every
worning, knansacikk strapped to the pillion of the bike, and in
the evening spend tiae at local crocodile habitat. *e covered
on the viiole =oane 100 miles and unade deteiled examination on
40 vanks, =ec ln“ ?OO augeer and only o handful of estuarine
crocodilew ( 18 )

i
-
U

N R

Trom old reports and ta Xs with local resicdents, we soon
iound that the nusbter of crocodiles renorted by avuthors 20-30
years ago Las dawincled CO“SLQOlablY in the recent past. The
North Central Province, oance famous for crcccdiles, is today
‘11OSC devoid of thexr. Soune excellent havitat still exists,
botk for C. zlustris and C.norosus, sucii as the Panama Tank

on tue ¢as. coast. Ld+ the sxin industry has taken a heavy toll,
A youns siin dealexr oifered us as many croc skins as we vanted-
“on the cther sidev- that is, the risx of sauggling the sgkins
into India on the ferry service would be his. Twenty miles wvest
of anurcchacura ve visited an isolated tank to be told that a
wontl: tefore, hunters irom the east coast had fluﬂ)hed off the
crocodiles with nets. Later, we iet the huanters; they claimed to
mave willed 40 uugger, celling only the wneat and leaviang the
¢kins to rot, for fear of being caught, 2nd hhe lew prices
gffered.

e status of C.,orosus is difficult io ascertain, due to
its exteavive and 6ftven iupenetrablie habitat. Sri Tanka holds
the largest C,nalustris population within its range. If the
011c+“ng wildiife 1aws are efficiently enforced, the estinated
three tinousand uugzer ay yet be safe.

™
it

Z ¥¥ivolker
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NE SPAPTR CLIFPINGS

Theft of Baby Crocodiles '
Jonore Bahu, Nov 16— Rotbers raided a crocodile farm near
here and got away with 113 baby crocodiles worth about
»6, 000, pOllCe reportead.
Tt was the second raid on the farm near this *alaysian towm
within three months. Thieves stole 300 baby crocodiles in their
first raid.

Nearby Silgzpore does a thriving trade in ez Qortlng crocodlle
skins or nanufacturing OTOC“U\IH wallets, Ptags and her
articles (Hindu, ¥ov 17, V7T

Rare Snake Snared
A viiite cotra, = rarity among snakes, that was caught in
the caxnus of the veterinary colleze at ilannuthy, nas been
added 5o the Trichur “oo (Free Press Journal, Sep 5, '77).

Training in Crocodile Breeding
Visalkhapatnam, Sep 12- Tne Centre has sanctioned the setting
up of an Institute at Hyderazbad to train personnel in crocodile
breeding, and has granted RBs 12 lakhs for it.
Disclosing th189 Mr T V Subla Raoc...told the ZINDU here that
15 cancdidates from 211 over the country would be adritted in
the IHSultUEeo The training classes would be handled by two
European coaches. One of them, Dr Bustard of Sritain, was
already here....The State Government had promised to »Hrovide
the site adjoining the Nehru Zooclogical Pari: for the
institute, which would start iunctioning by July 1878
(4indu, =ep 13, *77).

Frogs aie Useful in quj tays
°.olrous are valuable tools in the hands of modern scientists,
as they are fregq enulyeoouseu for wvarious practical and
research nurposes. Hitherto frog »Hoison was supnosed to he
fatal and of no scientific value° 4 new breakthrough cane
with the acdvent of frog poison in the fields of neurology
and carciology. Irogz poison is a toon in disguise as it 1is
used to analyze various processes during the transmission of
the nerve impulses throughout the body and hence in small
doses it has medicinal value. The yoioon is also used vo
prevent heart attacks owing to rapid, irregular heart beats
caused bv fibrillation...
The frog is truly a farmer's frien69 for it consumes an
enormous numter of cron destroying insects. This has a
great value for a country like India which is predotinantly
agricultural,. Unzortuﬂa+e¢J the unrestricted capturing
of these tiny creatures has led to their dewletion in some
areas O0f India...In the aidst of our zrandoise 'save the
tiger® and "save the crocodile™ pnrojects we are ignoring the
existence of these juaping jewels in nature which benefit
us 1nsso many vays SArvind “lishra, Northern India Tatrika,
Oct 30, ‘77)




GHARTIATL VALY
A 2.3 aetre male gharial at the !adras Crocodile Ban'
climbed out of his walled enclosure on Sentember 7 '77 and
cravled a total of €50 wts within the Crocodile Bank compound,
returaing to the outer wall of the enclosure. Gharial are
among the wost acquatic of crocodilians and are rarely knovm
to move overland for any distance. '

R Wnitaker
Yon Director
Madras Crococdile Bank

DYTEONS ZILIED IY 2 LY
In August '77 a 5F g oyehon {2ython moluius)

vag tilled near oy home in Cheabur. Ten ycars ago onc vas
rilled in a nearcy paddi field. It is surprising that
nythons turn up in such heavily povulated localities such as
ours. There is no juagle, nor mucih greenery around us. About
two ailes away is Troubay Hill, but in between are buildings
and roads. Some months ago an 11 ft python was killed by the
volice on the border of Trombay Fill.

Asad Akhtar

151 Singhi Society

Chemnbur

Dozvnay 400 071

(Pythons arc protected under Schedule 11 of the %ildlife Act;
any further illings should be reported to the iildlife
Farden-2d).

APPEAT, FROII TRAFFIC

The Chairman of the IUCN/SSC Traffic Group, which monitors
the international trade in wildlife on behalf of the Hurvival
Service Commission, asks that anyone with any information
concerning the trade (lersal and illegal) in wild animals and
their products (such as siins, oils etc) should pass on such
inforanation to hia., ietters should be addressed to John A
Burton, Chairman, IUCH/SSC Traffic Group, c/o Fauna
Preservation Soclety, 7Zoological Gardens, Regent's Par's,
Iondon NVl 4RY, U 1.

VOIUNTCTRS VANTED

Persons interested in assisting the ladras Snake Park's
sea turtle egg collection work this season (January to farch '78)
should contact Brenda Ieveiro at the Snake Park office for
details (whone 433%11). 10 %m long beach walks at night will
be involved. Excitement is guaranteed.

CORRECTION

iir J S Serrao of the Bombay Matural HFistory Society has
very kindly pointed out an error in the last Hamadryad, where
we cuoted a news report regzarding the sea turtle rockery in
Orissa. The rookery, says iMr Serrao, was actually discovered
by S A ussain and J C Daniel of the B NH §, with a grant
from the Vvorld Wildlife Fund.
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TURTIE AT ZOISOMING
Severe —oigoninz and sometines death from coisuaing
havksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) meat was reported as
early as 1€5% by Sir James Lamerson Tennent in his booXk
"Ceylon- an Account of the Island”. Ee wrote, "The edible
turtle ic found on all the coasts of the islaad, and sells
for a few shillinss or a fevw nence according to its size
and abtuadance at the moment. At certain seasons the
turtles on the south-western coast of Cevlon are avoided
as oisonous, and sone lailentable instances are recorded
of death vhich was ascribecd to their use. At Pantura, to
he south of Coloibo, twenty-eisht nhersons who had Hartaken
of turtle in Octoler 1840 were seized with sickness immediately
after which comna succeeded, and eiglitecn died cduring the
aiht, Those who survived zaid therc was nothing unusual
in the annearance of the flesh excent that it was fatter
than ordinary."

% P Deraniyazala (193%9) rceports & tvelief that the
hawzebhill is rendered noisonous after it has fed on certain
alrac, Y"ixwerienced fisherien seldoa eat an Dretmochelys
without first chopping up ite raw liver and throwing it to
the crows., If the latter discard the liver, tlie aniual is
noisonous...The syaptons, according to thwe fedical Oificer
of Fecaltlk, were inflamation of the mouth, voaiting, pains
in the liabs, burning sensation in the stouach and scratches
(nrobably vecals) on the bLody."

On +the south Indian Coronandel Coast, deaths from this
phenonenon occur every two or three years. Turtle meat is
rezularly sold in coastal town ar®ets such as Turicorin,
Live turtles are brought in from nearby villages and
slaughtered in the market place; {lesh tlood is drunk as
an elixir, and the 1u1eat sold at Rs 4-5 ner kz. During a
visit to Tuticorin wnarket, species on sale werc greens
(Chelonia iaydas), Ridleys (IZepidochelvs olivaceaj and
hawstills. Before hawksbill meat was sold a crude test was
carried out to ensure the edibility of the nmeat.

§ 77

In auzust 7/ nine persons including six children (&
aonths to 7 years) died at lanapad, Taail Nadu after eating
hawisbill meat. Over &0 people consused the poisonous meat
on 3rd Auzust:; most of them were slightly sick and success-

fully trcated at local nospitels.

Mr B lforacs of Manapad kindly arranged for detalls of the
tragedy ©o be sent to the Snake Park. Accordiang to Dr
Raaasubraaanian of Udangudi, poison meat does not seen to be
seasonal. He says fishermen can tell if the meat is poisonous
and in thie case aavisced that the turtle be throva away,
oymptomeg, occuring tvo days after consuaption of the acat,
included voiiting, diarrhoca, giddiness and headache. Meck
rigidity and inconsciousness or seai-consciousness follovied,
depending offl severity of the 2ttack. Death occured another
two or three days aiter onset of syaptoms.

Dr Balaji, of the German Clinic at lananad, found fSigquil!',
an antiemetic, ‘anthisan® {{ood allerzy) ond terramvein
satisfactory remedies. He states that 1if treatment is hegun
beforc the collapsc stage, cases resvmond satisfactorily. e
believes the cause to be pathogeunic bacteria. \

-Z W



A VAT IV A NORTH ATDAIAN RAIN TORIST
(vTiTten in June '77 in .ayabundar, N Indanan)

Yesterday's walk vas not exactly a normal excursion through
the forest; it turned out to e more interesting than usual.
One of the farmer's had been cutting vaiboo a month back
ané saw what appecared to be a nest of some sort oa the ground.
I+ sounded very interesting so we made our way toward his
farm by a path that cut along the pandanus lined beach, through
the mangrove and across several large streasns, the hone of
the estuarine crocodile, Crocodylus porosus. a big vater
wonitor (Varanus salvator) startled us, charging acrosc our
path. Ac ve walked we flushed ouvt an amazing variety of
animal life- butterflies, biras and lizards. It vas the first
sunny day that weel and everything seemed to be taking
advantage of it. Ve watched a pair of Andaman Day Geckos
(Phelsumna andananense) on their palm tree near the path, Beveral
day skinisX from the great 35 cm Tytler's Skink (llabtuya tytleri)
to the higl diving Tree Skink (Dasia olivacea).The DBlacki-striped
v'zink (Riopa bowringi) slithered Through the grass to the
safety of the tThorny cane and palm tangle, and Green Torest
Tizards (Goniocephalus gubcristatus) of wide colour variation
clung to nearly every tree in some areas.

4s vie waded across one of the decen streams we saw a large
Green Tree Snaike (Dendrelaphis cyanochloris) and got a close

loo% at this beautiful snake with its excellent canoflage.

The old faraer was waiting for us and we set off at a good
pace to a small Liillock below Yarmatang Fill, the second highest
hill in YNorth Andamnan. Crossing a stream we entereda the uncut
rain forest and started uphill. The leeches vere abundaht and
unnerciful but smearing legs and feet with raw tobacco
leaves nelned repel then, ‘e finally got into the barboo telt
and the faraer slovly edged tvowiard and pointed at a wmound of
va koo leaves about 30 cias high and £0 cis wide. The area
around the pile was swept fairly coanletely of leaves for a
radius of ovecr two netres. i'e approached slowly and gently
poked at the pile. Vo snake burst out so we were encouraged
to 1lift up the pile and peer inside. At the rase was a cup
of lecaves about 2C cms in diameter containing 15 elongate
leathery cggs. Several were slit and a tiny head waich nad
been protruding, gulctly retracted. The female %king cobra
(Ophionhasus hannah) had been disturbed., we were told, by a
party of wood cutters about a wonth before. Ye wzre lucky to
have arrived on the day of hatching. ¥Ye too: photographs and
1easurcements and watched as most of the tiny 'tings scattered
into the safety of the dease bpanboo.

In the evening, over a venison curry and rice dinner in
a wooden house in the forest, we listened to true tales of
crocoaile adventures and about islands where you cannot sleep
on the ground at night for the nunbers of sea snakes
(Laticauda) coaing ashore to lay their cggs.

7 Vhitater

.radras Snake Park
Cuindy Decr Sanctuary
Madras 500 Q22
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INTRODUCING TFE IRUTAS

The ..adras Snake Part has bcen pushing for an Irula tribal
corporative sgelf ecaployuent plan, vhoreby tlie Irula cnake
catchers can at least oarLlallV retain their agze old
traditions and nowledge of food gathcring and huntllv The
present wildlife laws make it ilapossilble for them to live
off hunting/sathering, and they turn to city slums and
jobs., Their “nowlcdge and understanding of natural history
1ay die out with the next generation. Xd Irula Corpora tlve,
run on scientific lines, will ensure that this does not hanpen,
Below are some extracts from the apneal that the Park made to
Governmnent,

The present trend of wildlife conservation is total protection
of fipresexvation', It is as iapossitle for the present wildlife
swa?f to achieve this as it is for police to eradicate petty

thieft. If we continue to alienate thce people from wildlife

by stringent (but unenforceable) laws by concentrating on

saving a fewv nockets of animals in sanctuaries, we will
very soon be left with a few pitiful reanants. ~iven the
a0re nositive and dynamic role of revenue earner and
employiaent provider, wildlife will attract more investment

1nto ousurlng its future,
ost of the world's efforts to "“rehatilitate® forest btased
tritals are sad and wasteful: aticants which (w th terrible
aiddle class conviection) doour the tribalﬂ to tae stacnant
saneness of the labour class and tramplc any tradition and
nowledge as uscless,

—t |—1

An integrated scheme of tritals horvesting certain wi
in faras and free range under controlled scasons and au 1
could include an amazingly wide range of "Iforest produce
Just a few of these, sultatle perhans for an additional pilO
project, will be presented in the following outline. It anpe:
that we have thce chance to rceverse the trend of wildlife
exteriaination and provide optiuum self-help progrannes for a
large nunber of people.

t
ars

There arce roughiy one lakh Trulas in Chinglepet District
of whoa about one tenth once subsisted solely on the repntiile
shin industry. The following export figures (mostly Yuadras
and Calcutta) give an idea of the volume of this trade:

19€4 to 1973

ILizard sikins 2,518,064 X% at Bs. 14,730,125/-
Snake slkins [,20€,93%8 kg at Rs. 102,124,792

A fair percentage of this crore a year could have gone into
tribal snake catcher welfare and studies on the species heing
exnloited. Because of the rwndﬂm, vncontrolled harvest of \
sna%es, and the recognition of snakes as iuportant rodent
nredators, tne Governaeut of India has recently immoscd
a partial ban ca snate 3win cxport.

Aﬂ Truia snake catcnor may catch one to four szleable
sna'es in a hard days' work. & cobra or rat sna%e szin (large
and LlanCoS/ will earn him Rs 3 to Rs 5. All of his catch
goes to aiddlemen and dcalers. They generally take advantage
of hia and his hard and sisky work continues to ‘e poeorly naid
and sporadic. The Irula also collects cedible tubers, medicinal
plants, and catches hare, termites, crabs, Tish etc.
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EZRPETOLOGICAL SURVEY IN TIE ANDAITANS

In Aprikl, 1975, May-June, 197€ and June, 1977 mcabers of
the Madras Snake Fark Trust vwere on tour in the Andaman
Islands. Jumerous inteiesting aninals and birds vere noted.
Such rarities as king cobra ncsts and estuarine crocodile nests
vere ceen., 24 different taxa of reptiles and amphibians were
collccted and preserved for the Madras Snate Park Trust
reforence collection as per thexfollowingllist. Several
revisions and additions have bteen made since Smith wrote on
the herpetologv of the An damans and Nicobars (1935 and 1941).
He lists €5 reptiles and amphihians. The current list is 79.
Severzl intresting systematics gquestions come to light in
studving the literature on Andaman herpetology and specimen

lists from various museum collections. Is the Striped Keelback

(Aaphicsma stolatus) in the Islandsy Of the Xraits, are koth

B.cacruleus and B.aulticinctus there? The nit viper

T.occidentalis (gramineus?) is also reported in one reference.,

And why have no cdbbras been reported other than two collected
near Port Blair and deposited in the Indiam useum at the turn
of the century? The lizard checklist is fairly straightforward

but it is likely that the Green TForest Lizard (Gonicephalus

subcrictatus) will form one or two sub-species. The island

frogs have not been examined in any detail; there is almost
nothing in the literature; interesting work awaits the field
btiologist and taxonomist. The following is a revised up to
date cnecklist of the Andaman and Nicobar reptiles and
amphivians.
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Curetta caretta
Erctmochelys iabricata
Chelonia aydas
Tepnidochelys olivacea
Dernochelys coriacea
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24,
25,

Crocodylus pnorosus A&N

es

Typhlops braainus ASN
Tyohlops oatesi A %

Typhlops andananensis A %
Xenoneltis unicodor A

Python reticulatus

Acrochorius granulatus A&N

‘Gonyosona (ZElaphe) oxycenhalum

u1&QuC flavolineata A
lanhe prasina A
DLJ&Q aucosus A
Liogpeltis nlcobavleﬂ51s s
Olizodon woodmasoni A8l 3%
Dendrelaphis anaetulla i
Pendrelaphis pictus andaianensis A
Dendrelaphis cyanochloris AN
Chrysopelea paradisi A, Jarcondan
Lycodon auvlicus capucinus AZSN
Lycodon tiwarii A
wibynonhis bistrigatus N
zenochropis piscator andananensis
A e
NMatriz nicobarensis ¥ ¥
Aanphiesaa stolata A
Boiga ochracea wallii
Boiga andananensis A

A D

Certerus rhynchops AL

~ T

19)

i Andanan

Commecn Names

Losaerhead
Hawishill
Green
Ricdleys
Teatherback

Estuarine or saltwvater

Blind Sna’:e
Oates' Blina Snake
Andanan Blind Snake
Sunheam Snalic

Fet Lcu'ﬁﬁed/‘:{ega1 Python
Tlevhant Trunk Snake
Red-tailed Trinket
Yellow—-strived Trinvet
Green Triniret

Rat Snake
Nicohar St
Yoodaason!
Bronge-ha

Comaon

()
(]

¢-neck Snake
Tri Snake

ck Tree Snake
Brongze-back

Grecen Tree Snale -
Darwdlso ﬂlylj onake

Brovm Yolf uﬂ%xx

Tivarits Violf Snake

Black- headed Hill Snak
Andaman ‘ater Snake

T
v

—
-~

U

3

ri
o
3
1o
K

Jicobar ¢ au r Sra’te
Strined “eeclbac!
vallis Cgt onake
Andanan Cat Snake
Dog-—-faced Vater Snake



AND MICOBAR ISLANDS, BAY OF BENGAL

(secn)

P 71
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Collection

-~ R Vhitaker

TLocality

Tntervicw Island

Yiandur, o0

Farangara,

Port Blair,

Andanan

No Andanan

So Andasan

Diolipur, No Andaman

Digliaopur, W

Hayabundar;

0 Andamnan

Port Blair

Dhaonkari Dan, So .Andainan

Baiboo Flat, So Andainan

Mayabundar,
Hdayartundar,

No ‘acanaain
No Andaman

(1L}

Motes

7illed for shell
Trten. Yilled for naeat

7illed for mnecat, skin,
fat, gall bladder. (Protd)

7illed for s%in. (Protd)

Inpcritant rodent eater
A " i
U " 1"
t i} M

Very comion

Very comion

Very commnon
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(Snakes)

2€.
27T

Fordonia leucohalia N

Cantoria violacea A

Venomous

28,
29,
30
31,
52
3%
.3 4-0
35

36,
574

Ophiiophasus hannah A
Vaja naja kaouthia A
Bun~arms cacrulcus A
Bunzarus aulticinctus A
Iaticauda laticauda N
Taticauda colubrina ATN
Irineresurus cantorisg ASN ¥
Trineresurus sHurpureomaculatus
andersoni A&N ¥
Trineresurus &lbolabris ASN
Triaeresurus labialisg N %%

38, Triacresurus occidentfalis A (7)
Lizards
1. Cyrtodactylus rubidus

° o o o o o

(SN ESARN -GN}

O

10,
1l
12.
13,
14—0
15,
\16
il /g

,19.

20,

A, Harcondam, ¥#%
Cnemapsis randiana A, Narcon.
Gecko geczo A
Geiio smithi A, Narcond&q
Puqluactjlus 1ronaLU
Gehyra uutilata A&N
Ptychogoon kuhli N
Platyurus sp A
Zeonidodactylus lugubris AN
Phclsuma andamanense A, Warcon®*

Goniocepnalus subcristatus ALN %

Czlotes cristatellus N
Calotes jubatus N
Calotes versicolor A
Calotes mystaceus ASLN
Calotes andananensis A %
Varanus salvator A&N wurc.
lopuya tyuleri A, Farce.
uya andaaanensis ALK
aultifasciata N,

L

Narc.

N

labuva

(12)

Andaman

2, Nicobars)

(Common Name)

Brown Swanp-Snakce
Banded Swamn-Snake

¥ing Cobra

Monocellate Cobra

Coamon Yrait

Many Banded ZTrailt
Amghlblous Sca Snake Snake
Colubrine Amnhibious Sea/
- Cantor's Pit Viper
Andaman Pit Viper

Yhige-iinped Pit Viner
Brown-spotted Pit Viper
Green Pit Viper

Curl-tailed Gekko
Forest Day Gekko
Tokay Ge'tko

smith's Gekko

House Ge'izo

onotted Gekk

Flying Gek'wo
Tlap~sided Gelko
Stripe-hcaded Geltko
Ancdanan Day Geklko
Green Torest Ii gzard
Green Garden ILizard
Spotted Garden Lizard
Comrion Garden TLizard
Vhite-lipned Garden Iizard
Andamnan Garden ILigzard
Fater fonitor TLizard
Tvtler's Skink
Andaman Skinic

Iined S%ink

e o s CONEdas s
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o
3

iSP

MSP

ISP
MSP

S
REF
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65

74

40

46

39

12

56

(seen)

0

? (Collection Locality)

dfayabundar, o Andaman

Diglipur; fayabundar

Chidiatapu Ré, So Andanan

Port Blair, So Andaman
Parangara, No Andaman

Diglipur, Mo Andaman
Port Blair, So indaman

Birchgun] Rd, So Andaman
Port Blair, So Andanan
Dhanitari Dam, So Andamnan

Smith Island, No andaman

Bamboo Flat, 5o Andamnan
Blair Bay, No 4indaman
Bamboo Flat, So Andanan

(13)

(Motes)

Juvenile, coll., from nest

Very common on certain
rocky islands
Very common

Very common

Very common

Very comion

!

First reccord of this genws
in the Andanans

Common

Very comaon.

'

Common

7illed for meat & fat (Pwod
Common N



“abuya rugifera N

Sphenonorphus (Lygosoma) maculatus
AN, Narcondan

Teiolopisna wacrotympanun A

Teiolopisna macrotis N #¥

Riopa towringi A

Dibamnus novac=-guinae N

I hloscincus nicobaricus N %

Dasia olivacea Al

Annhibians

Rana tigrina (9)

Rana doriae

Rana andamanensis (limnocharis)
Rana erythraea A

Rana nicobariensis N

Rana breviceps A

Iicrohyla rubra

Zaloula baleata ghoshi

Bufo melanostictus

(14)

Brown Skzink
RBronze-back Skink

Vhite—-striped S'tink
Tesser Brovm Skink
Blaclk-striped Sink

Wew Guinea Iezless Lizard
Wicobar ILegless Skink
Tree Skink

Bull Frog

Brown Frog
Andamnan I'rog
Side-striped ¥rog
Wicobar Frog

Burrowing Frog

Red Narrow-mouthed Frog
Ghosh's Painted Frog
Indian Toad



-
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|

Loy ]
o
H=Hiun

o
wn
o |z

HSP 59
IiSP 42
HSP 6%

8P 43
MSP e7
ISP 3

Collection Locality

Jlayabundar, No. Andaman

Parangara, o Andamnan
Chidiatapu, So Andanan
Dirankari Dam, So Andamnan

Port Blair, So Andaman
Baaboo Plat, So Andanan
Aerial Bay, No Andaman

(15)

Notes

Very comamon
Common

Common



References:

Stoliczka, F., Observations on Some Indian and Malayan
Amphibia and Reptilia, J. As. Soc. Bengal,Vol 39, No 2,
1870, pp 134-228.

Annandale, N., Contribution to Oriental Herp. Part 1, The Lizards
of the Andamans, J.As.Soc.Bengal, Vol 7%, 1904, pp 1l2-22.

Annandale, N.3 Addition to the Collection of Oriental Snakes
in the Indian fluseum, Part 1ll- Specimens from the Andaians and
Nicobars, J.As.Soc.Bengal, Vol 1 (n.s.), 1905, pp 173%-6.

o11th, .M, The Herpetology of the Andaman and Micobar Islands,
Proc. Iinn. S0c. ion.,, Vol 15%, 1940-41, pp 150-158,

Chercni, ¥.A., Una Nuova Sottospecie di Zaloula balcata delle
Isole Andainane, Doriana (Genova), Vol 1, No 47, 1954,

Underwood, G., The Tlassification and Zvolution of Geckos,
Proc., zool. Soc. Lon., 124, 1S54, pp 475.

Greer, A.L., Subfamilies of Skinks, Bull. 'fus. Comp. Zoo.,
Vol 139 No 3, 1970, pp 171-3.

List of the Reptiles and Amvnhibians from the Andamans and
§icobars in the Bif (MH) collection, courtesy BM(¥H), 1976,

List of the Reptiles and Amphibians from the Andamans and
Nicobars in the BNES ifuseua, courtesy BNES, 1976,

Biswas, S. and D.F. Sanyal, A New Snecies of Volf Snake from the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Proc. Zool. Soc. Cal., Vol 18,
1965, pp 137-141,

Taylor, E.H., Sernents of Thailand, Univ, Kan, Sc., Bull,,

+

Vol XIXV io 9%, 1963,

Taylor, »..E., Idzards of Thailand, Univ., Kan. Sc. Bull.,
Vol XLIV, Mo 14, 19€3,

smith, II.A., Fauna of British India, Vol 11 Iizards, Ralnh
Curtis Books (revrint), Hollywood Fla, 1973.

Fauna of British India Vol 111 Snakes, Govt of India Prcss
(reprint),1961.

Hussain, 5.4., Narcondam, Island of the Tornbills, Hornbill, ¢
(BHES »ubl.), Nov 1 (77), po 26. .

Whitaker, R., Two Reptile Nests, Hornbill, Nov 1 (77)
Whitaker, R., and Z. Vhitaker, Survey of the Bstuarine Crocodile

(anorosus) in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jd.Bom.¥at,.Hisy. Soc.
(in press).
(1€)




