NEWS FROM THE MADRAS SNAKE PARK
AND MADRAS CROCODILE BANK

The pair of adult mugger at the Snake Park bred successfully this 10-
year and six hatched out of the nest of ten eggs.

The Chief Conservator of Forests, Goa, visited the Snake Park in

order to obtain details of its maintenance and development; these l
will be of use in »planning the projected snake park that is to be
constructed at Panjim.

The Snake Park participated in the symposium on Environment and
Pollution at the Regional Labour Institute on June 5th and the
Director chaired a Seminar on the role of public opinion in
environnental matters.

With the kind permission of the Govermment, the adult entrance fee
for the Snalkze Park has been raised to 50 paise. The fee for '
children remains 25 palse.

From middle June to the end of July the Director was in the 2,
Andaman Islands with Mr Rajesh Bedi, the wildlife phctographer,

‘On August 12th & seminar on snakebite was held at the Madras

Medical College. It was convened by the Indian Pharmacological

Society, Orient Pharme ILtd and the Madras Snake Park. A report

on the seminar is included on page % of this issue. 5]

4 mugger nests were laid at the Madras Crocodile Bank this year,
and the hatching percentages for each were: 100%, 100%, 30% and 12, 5%.

The Thiruvanniyur Panchayat Board very kindly agreed to sell an
0ld windmill to the Madras Snake Park. This is being assembled
at the Madras Crocodile Bank and will e of great help for
water pumping.

The Wildlife ané Nature Protection Society of Ceylon has invited
the Director and his wife to undertake a survey of the crocodiles
C.palustris and C,porosus in Sri Lanka. Work is expected to 1
Yegin around the 15th of September. %
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HOERP NEWS

Snakebite Study in Burma

During April, a two week study on snakebite was carried out by a
team of health officials headed by Dr Maung Maung Aye, in the
townships of Mandalay, Monywa, Shwebo and Ye-oo. Aspects of the
study included venomous species prevalent, effects of their venoms
and treatment. Papers resulting from the study are to be submitted
to the Ministry of Health, urging more effective measures in prevention
and treatment of snakebite.,

Snakebite Lazard in Upper Burma

Dr Than Vin of Myaung writes in "The Working People's Daily" of
6th April '77 that during 1976, 60 snakebite patients were admitted
to the township hospital. Out of these, only two succumbed; the
mortality rate was therefore 3%.33%3%. This number does not include
patients treated with country remedies or by quacks. 96% of the bites
were by vipers and ouly 1l.5% by cobras. Dr Mg Mg Aye in his article
"Some Experience in the Management of Snakebite" in Vol 20 No 1 of
the Burma lMedical Journal suggests the wearing of long boots as a
preventive measure. These would not hamper work, especially in the
dry regions of Upper Bumia.

Mugger Releaged at Ethipothala Falls (A.P.)

Andhra Pradesh became the first state in the country to release
captive reared crocodiles in selected wild habitats, when the Forest
Department sponsored, Government of India/UNDP/FAO aided crocodile
project released four mugger (C.palustris) in the Ethipothala Falls
on Pebruary 8th, '77. Ethipothala Falls (20 kms below Nagarjuna
Sagar Dam) on the Chandravanka tributary of the Krishna River was a
mugger habitat a decade ago, and is included in a 100 km sanctuary
veing established by the Andhra Pradesh Forcst Department. The
four released mugger had been reared at the Nehru Zoological Park
and were 1,20 metres in length.

The Andhra Pradesh Crocodile Scheme pnlans to include Mugger
Crocodile Conservation Centres at (i) Tanja lfodgu Crocodile Sanctuary ¢
on the Godavari River 150 miles north-east of Fyderabad, (ii) Nagar-
juna Sagar Bthipothala on the Krishna River basin, and (iii) Pakhal
Lake in the Pakhal wildlife Sanctuary. Nehru Zoolcgical Park, g
Tyderabad will act as the Central Breeding Station, where hatchlings &
will be reared from initially wild-laid, and later captive laid eggs
for subsequent release in selected habitats. Similar conservation
measures are being extended for the estuarine crocodile (C.porosus).

Gharial Breceding Loan Scrapped

The adult male gharial which the Trankfurt Zoological Garden was
willing to place at the disposal of the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust
and Vorld %ildlife Fund-India had to be refused by the Bank on
account of the Government of India feeling that the animal should
be used in the Government crocodile project. We appreciate this
view and hope that a substantial breeding nucleus can be established
in the country.
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FIRST SNAKEBITE SEMINAR IN INDIA

A day long seminar, "The Diagnosis and Treatment of Snakebite"

convened by the Indian Pharmacological Society, Orient Pharma Ltd and

the Madras Snake Park Trust, was held at the Madras lMedical College
hall on August l2th, '77. Over 200 medical students, doctors, professo-
rs and scientists, some from other cities, attendcd the meeting and
the long neglected and scrious problem of snazebite in India was
discussed in detail.

Session 1, Bpidemiology and Fundamental ¥nowledge about Snakes and
Venoms, was chaired oy Dr C N Sownini, superintendent of the Govt
General Hospital, Madras. Speakers were Dr C A K Shanmugan, Director
of Public Health and Preventive Medicine (retd) on Epidemiology of
Snakebites in Tamil Nadu:; Romulus Vhitoker, Director of the Madras
Snake Park, on Snakes Responsible and their ¥atural History; and Dr
B B Gaitonde,; Director, Eaffkine Institute, Bombay, on Venoms and
Antivenoms, i

Session 11, chaired by Dr X Yurthy, Director, King Institute,
covered First Aid and MYedical Treatment of Snzkebite. Speakers were
Dr R N Banerjee, Consultant in Medicine and Chief of the Department
of Haematology and Nuclear Medicine, Safdarjang Hospital, New Delhi
on Recent Advances in the lanagement of Pocisonous Snakebites; and Dr
M R Nene, a general practicioner from Ratnagiri District, '"aharashtra,
on Some Aspects of Saw-scaled Viper (Fchis carinatus) bite.

After lunch, during the Valedictory Session, Dr Gaitonde
sunmarized the recommendations put forward by participants-~ that
(2) medical education by re-oriented toward treatment of snakebites;
(b) charts, leaflets etc be prepared for use in rural clinics and
Public Health Centres; (c¢) health education be extended to non-medical
persons to minimige snakebites; (d) data collection and retrieval
profornas be circulated to PHCs etc; (e) production of antivenom be
stepoed ups (f) paramedics be trained in the use of antivenom: (g)
more research be carried out on venoms and (h) the possibility of
producing antivenoms for\sea snakes be investigated.

The following resolutions were made and adopted by the meeting:

To preparc and finalize a paper for rush treatment of venomous bites
for hospitals;

To prepare and finalize a 1-2 weck course on training in handling
snakebites for officers in charge of Public~Health Centres;

To prepare easy to follow charts for display in rural areas and
dispensaries facllitating identification of venomous snakes, treatmenty
To train paramedical staff, social werkers etc in snakebite treatment

and also to supply the rural population with antivenomg

To encourage and institute éstablishments like the Madras Snake Park
in other cities, thus spreading education on snakes and snaketite, and
furthering "antivenom consciousness';

Te formulate a screcning programme for bites of scorpions, etc and

To see that cxcellent hospital statistics are maintained.

Mr P HMurrawmi, Commissioner, Dept of Health and Family Welfare, gave
the gathering his personal assurance that his department would act on
the seminar's recommendations with seriousness and urgency snd that
in reducing snakebite deaths no stone would be left untirned- cven
if there was a snake under it!

£
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INTRODUCING THE IRULAS

Just before the breaking of +he mongoon last year ve took up Raja=
mani on his promise to Take us termite nunting in the scrub jungle
around Madras.

ve set out one evening toward a teriaiite mound he claimed was "ripe";
that is, the termiltes were waiting for the first rains vefore energing
from their mud prison. Rajanani nointed to several other mounds on
the way, telling us the spcecies (each specics construcss a distinctive
mound) and a bit about their natural history.

Reaching the right one, he and his wife tied an old sari along
the bushes in order to arrest the strong southerly breeze. Next, a
tin bhox was inserted in a hole which Rajamani dug a metre from the
teraite hill., Ovcer the opening of the tin he placed two tTwigs,
making a kind of bridgc over the gap; and on this 2 lighted oil lamp.

Rajamani then roasted a brown coed ("eechel kote" in Taail), rather
smallcr than a mango sécd, OVer the lanp, sniffing it from tine toO
time., It was then crushed on a stonc and powdered- and the snell was
pronounced to be perfect (resembling that of the earth after the
first rains).

Before launching once more on this ancient Irula method of hunting
termites, Rajamani said his pre-hunt prayer, and began to circle the
nill. A sudden whirring sound vroke the silence of the night; Raja-
nani walked round and round the mound, imitating the svarming of
termites by vibrating his pins. Now and then he would sing snatches
of hunting songs: "The dove 1S out And the raine come down, Come out,
come out, come outl® At the same time he sprinkled the powdercd seed
over the termite mound.

Some minutes passed and he finally stopped to peer into the minvte
nwoles in the hill and sat down near it, Teter he signalled us and we
went up single file to_peer past his pointing fingers; some little
activity was discernible in the holes. Vhat we could sec, Rajamagl
explained, were the ngelt, or workers, who were not fully coenvinced
and we werce holding the uature, vinged traites back.

Suddenly the ground was a mass oF littlc ameroplanes, all taxiing
toward the light in ashurried scramble, Hundreds and thousands of
teraites pourcd out JSf the noles., The thin bridge did them in, and
they fell into the trap (the tin vox). Soon this was full and nad 10
be euznticd into a gunny sack. By the end of the hunt Rajamani and nis
wife had two sackfulls of active, buzzing protein. These would te
svung up and down to scparate the wings, and the termites would be
roasted and spiccd, to nake 2 dclicious snack.

Rajamani couldn't wait however and ate the termites live, popping
then repid¥y into his moutl: sO that the wings rcmained on onc side,
to be spat out when time permitted. This protein jolt was a
pleasant "high" he said, and teraitcs tasted nutty. ¥e thought to
try aad nonchalantly ate a few; but the ~tinging Pbites on our tonzues
brought an ocnd to this adventure., Eating live termites is an art, like
catching a cobra by the tail.

vhilc the party was in full swing a black scorpion came along and
presenting his bPack to us, started fo eat. Termites scurrving along

ere waylaid and grabbcd with startling agility. Later two frogs
(Rana brevicens)joined us and they t00 sat down toc meat. Vhen we got
up to go, they were painfully vaddling away, almost fallinlg over,
turning their tleated bodies away from the much dwindled strcam of

] S
ternites. (4)
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NEVSPAPER CLIPPINGS

Battle with Python
Dacca, July 2.- Villagers in North West Bangladesh fought a tug-of-
war last night with a monster Python which swallowed a 25-year-old
man up to the waist. Police said today the wman was eventually
pulled out of the python's jaws, but both he and the ten-actre
snake died ia the struggle 8Sunday Standard, 3rd July, '77).

Rookery of Turtles in Orissa Discovered
Bhubancswar, Nov. 9.- &L rookcry of sea turtles, believed to be the
largest in the world, has been discovered at Bhitar Yanikae in Cuttack
District in Orissa.
Following the diccovery, the Orissa government has submitted a
schenc to the Centre for the conservation of the valuahle reptiles at
Bhitar Yaonike and Astarang, along the sea-shore and the Chilka Lake.
The specics can be a source of earning foreign exchange for the state,
According to Dr H R Bustard, TAO consultant to the crocodile consevatior
programne in India, the discoyery was nade in 1974, while he was
making a countrywide survey of crocodilians.
Dr Bustard told Samachar that he had identified the species as the
Pacific or Olive Ridley (Iepidochelys olivacea).
This year, he said, rcsecarch haa started and during a thrce-week period
in February 158,171 nesting female turtles were marked.
Dr Bustard said until the work started this year, 1.5 to two million
¢ggs werc taken to Calcutta annually under license for human
consunption and export.
Jow following Dr Bustard's advicc, the Orissa government had
completely banncd btusiness in turtle eggs and special arrangements
had Ptecn ?adc to protect the eggs and nesting females (Samachar, Nov.
10th, '77).

1ms Ashore

vy 19.- A six-foot long turtle....swam aBhore ncear
Pithavuran quarters of Andhra University during (the) carly hours of
today and it was taken to Indira Gandhi Zoological Park and put in
(a) salt water tank

The turtle, which =
noticed on the keac
morning wallk.,

Dr Krishna lMurthy, officer in charge of Central Marinc Fisheries
rescarch unit who cxanined the turtle said it was a female....which

caile to shore to lay eggs. He saild that it would not survive in

fresh water. The turtle crosscd the road by slowly crawling with its
flippers, vith a view to re-entering the sea. An iron rod was fixdd

in the sand and it was tied to it with a rope (The Findu, May 20th, '76)

Huze Turtle Sw
Visakhapatnan, a
rte

:

A
u

N

ight weigh a little less than a ton, was fir
i road by Dr C V Raghavulu....during his

1 Die After Comsuming Turtle Meat
Tirunelvelil, Aug. 7.- Seven persons, including six children in the age
group of eight months to seven years, died at Manapad, about 75 kns
from here, after consuming turtle meat. Tiruchendur policc told
Samachar on trunk telephone this evening that more than 80 persons
consumed turtle meat on .dug. 3rd. They developed some symntoms of
polson and werc admitted to Udankudi, Tuticorin, Manapad and varidus
other hospitals necarby (The Hindu, &th August, '77).

(5)
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Green Turtle in soups skins in hundreds seizcd
The glant green bUftICoy Chelonia mydas, stIill found in the 200 mileg
long Arabian Sea coast from Karachl to Mekran, are being destroyed for
money despite an inte rthlOqu appeal to protect the hndq,ngcred Specices,
Informcd by Game VWatcher Ghulam Husain JﬁOﬂll the District Gamc
Warden organiscd a raild on.-a godown on the Tos— Vharf where sefveral
hundrcd cosclv skins of tunis rarc reptile werc found packed in gunay
bags rcady for cxport as frog skins,
Since there is a ban on the killing or netting or green turtle(s), the
businessman vwas arrested....and ordered to pay the maximum penzlty-
Rs 5,000....for vidlating the Sind Wild Life Protection Ordinance 1972,
The sca coast, -09601ally along the an“°“u%y Sandspit, Clifton and
Bule ji tcaches, has becen onc of the natural nurserics of the species,
They visit these becachcs on moon-lit nizhts in the months of Septamber
and October for laying cggs.
There is great domand for green turtles in Turope, America and the
Far East ﬂﬁrkcuuo Dverythjng of the giant turtle is considered precious.
Its sheli-over 4 fect in Rength- is used foe making exp%nslvo orna-
nents, considercd status symbol(s) by fashionable ladics in Turone
and America. Its fat is used in the Drcsawltwod of cosmetics and high
quality polish for cxpensive cars. lMorcover, green turtle soup is a
delicacy rescrved for the vealthy in ezclusive hotels of Europcg
America and the TFar East (Japaﬂ9 in an“lCUlWT)
Adult green turtlecs, their weight ranging from £C6C lbs to 1000 1hs
are often four to six fcet 1ouo, from the snout to the tip of the * 211,
The powerful forelimbs have a stretch of 10 feet. There is no mﬂ*kcﬂ
difference in the size of the two scxes, tut the qelfu can casily be
recognized from their long, thick tailg. Their name "grecn" is derived
from the colour of their fat. Their shell is olive-grcen, brovmish,
and in cascs cven vluish-black,
The species has a placid ¢¢300U1L1uu9 nore than o1
docs not attack anyone. Green turtlcs, arc theref
tilled when they land on the beaches, OCVll\ il
A group of tourists, while 1c1+1ng Narachi's hbee in 1972, cane
q01055 scores of dead grecn turtles in Havwkesbay, with many nore shells

cattered about in the Sandspit "rcb, These tourists, conscious of the
danger vo the spceics, wrote a letter to the Vorld Vildlifc Fund
authorities appealing for protection to the reptilouoaoThoy noted
that the turtle aooalntion had been reduced to the point where it
was threatened with extinction.
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The Vorld Vildlife Pund auvthorities appr Government of
Pakistan sccking protecciion for this raro ; ’ld Life

HManagement Board took prompt action and immed

Watchers along the beaches in November 7°7a°

tsrotected anlmal” under the Sind Vild Iife Protecticn Ordinance.

But grecdy exporters sccm not to have romained idle cven after the

ban. Green turtles have alrcady disappearcd from parts of the world.

In order to protcet them the Marinc Turtle Specialist Group of Vno ITUCK. .

Opru« d concern over 1bo disappcarance frow sceveral ccuntries as
as réportcd in the Vorld Tildlife Tund Yearbook 1969; and hence the

worldv1ac appcal for its proteotloa,

vome countries, including Malaysia., lMadaga

enacted laws for their proteetion (Eamdan As

)
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CROCODILES IN SRI LANK.A

The two spccies of crocodiles found in Sri Tanka, Crocodylus
palustris and C.porosus have never been 1n any danger o exter-
mination. They now enjoy total wrotection and have increased 1n
aunbers in recent ycars. Illegal cxport of skins has also been

controllcd,.

Today a very few crocodiles arc kilded; those taken are mostly straj
1s which/all foul of intensificd fishing in lakes and lagoons.,

Smaller specimens may be taken alive and sold to the pet trades; alnost
211 these end up in the Zoological Gardens near Colombo,

I live abvout 1% miles from the city, and rcceive up to 50 small
croccdiles cvery year from fishermen. 411 thesc are C.porosus and are
canght less than three miles from Ja-Fla, or seven mlles from the
International Airport! They are 12-40" in length; larger spcecimens are
generally cateh by the locals who relish the meat froa the tail region,

That breceding size crocodiles live very closce to Ja-Ela is cvident.
A very large swamp at the gouth end of the Negombo lagoon holds a
minimum of 50 pa2irs and 10 £t specimens are not uncommon. They arce
best seen at night with a bright lights; by day they hide in dense

thickets of swamp flora, mainly Lagenandra.

With the increasing populzation spilling into croccdile habitat and
using lakes and rivers where the animals live, encounters are
inevitable and "attacks"- mistsken identity- by C.porosus dc take
place. In wid '76 a young man vas bitten on his right calf by a 7 foote
while he was brushing his teeth in a creck at Xandzna, less than 12
miles from Colombo., Fricnds chased the crocodile away and the victim

received minor injuries,

The other species, C.palustris, is found in inland lakes and
reservolrs in the more forestced areas and 1s no less coamen than
C.porosus, Practically cvery tenk or irrigation roservoir in the North
Central Province contains a few; the larger bodies of water harbour
any mnore,

with the introduction of the fast breeding Tilapis mossanbica
and the subscquent iacrease in piscivorous birds, crocodilcs,
particularly unc. > protection, secm to have increcased accordingly.

The two main sanctuarics of Sri Lanka, Vilpattu and Ruhunu or Yala,
harbour good crocodile populations. Except during drought conditions,
viewing them by day is difficult. But at the height of the drought
many crocodiles, especinlly C.palustiris lcave the dwindling water
bodies and retire to thich jungle., I have scen several C.palustris
by night in dry jungle, miles from water. '

<

Rodney Jonklass
Shell-Haven

18 Tudella Kurunwatte
Ja~E1lx

ori Ianks
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SOME OBSRERRV.ATIONS ON THE IEVELORIINT O BLAPHT HEILGNA
Tp7CDIN) EGGS

Little data is available on the brbcdlng of the Trinket Snoke
(Elavhe helena) in the Republic of Sri Lanka (Coylon). Thb following
observations werc made in the author's reptilium.

Taorly obscrvations

Courting: Thc malc was secn rubbing its snout and chin along the
back and flanks of the female; he then placed his body over that of
the female's and made rhythiaic contractions. This was observed in
December 1969 and February 1970

Table 1 sumnarizes the cggs laid by various damcs captured from

(S
Peradeniya, Central TTOV1WPO (alt. 480 mts). Tach measurcd over 600 ma,
r“\ﬂ’ O 1
Date No of cgas kcl_rxs
Sl L0, VES9 4 Not wcipghod & moistened. Shrivelled in 4
days.

22.1.'70 4 e 40 mm—mmm e
31.%.'70 4 Yeighe spoilt after a weck.*

fecaale

#Before laying, the/dzmm was secn in the basin of water in the cage.
The eggs viere lnﬁ" in water, and wecre larger in size than those of
the previous occasions. Veiguts of thesc eggs were 14.28 gus, 13%3.15
gis, 12.60 gus awq 12.35 gus.

RL\JO"U Ol"‘“k."’w 1o

L gravid, 620 ua B.helcna was cxnuurtd in carly Septenber '76 in
qumola, Central PYOVlacn'T—SO ats) near = paddy ficld. On 18th
Seplcmber at € an &kxs #mxx/vas secn to be restless and, that shc/
cvenling, started loying. Tldu taken to lay cach egg was approxi-
mately 20 ainutes (timed from its first appcarancc to cvoulclon)
Therc was an interval of =n hour betwecn laying of cach cgz. Eggs
werc clongate with fairly round poles, and mcasured 58 mn and 19um
in loagth and breadth.

Therc were three cggs in the clutch and these werc numbered 1, 2
aild 3. They verce moistened every otner day and the container heated
with o €0 wati bulb twice a weck for f{ive ninutes. Hatching took
9¢ days: during bthis period thc cggs were weighed 1% times at irregular

intervals (table 11).

Table 1l (weights of cgzs in gms)
Datc wcighed o 1 No 2 No 3
18, 9 " T6 10.84 9,90 10.30
11:10: 76 3 L0 62 11.30
28,10s * 76 11.58 10.70 11.61
1.11.'76 11.56 10,70 11.80
Fedl. ¥76 1l 53 10,58 11,78
8.11: Y76 Tl 10.53% 11.97
_¢°1l '7e 10.39 =95 11.45
17.11.'7€é 11,70 10.40 12410
2%:11s"76 11.90 10+24 12+ 24
29:11, V76 12,35 e 12.02
T.12.'76 12:98 - 1350
13,12.'76 13,10 - 13. 7T
20.12.'76 12,90 - 1%5. 72

(8) seooecOntinued



& gradual decgréase

On 11%h Noveuber bhe czgs viere slightly shrivelled; hence tkoy were
weil nolstened and in two days assumcd their forme r ohapu. L marked
swolling in the centre of the cggs was observed during the last
weck of December. Bgg No 2 was dissccted after 73 days, the embryo
was wcll developed.
Tzg Wo 1 was crackoed on 19th Deceinbers as theore was no change till
the 22nd it was opczcd ;nd the kuic111 - CMEYZad. Tku wnbilical
stolk was dropped the £ollowing day. Tho b‘GCul ng seacured 235 um.
On 22nd Decerver (incucrcl on 96 d@y ) cgg 1 %3 started to hatch.
The snoke cmcrged next morning at €.45 am. It weighed 7.1 gns and th
length 2‘0 mm. The hatchlings are being rea rcd on bcef and gec! osn
Anslem de Silva
Faculty of Medicing

niya University

in cgg welghts

wags observed from lst November,

T, g S rn R

T
Sri Lanka
RARL SIGHTING OF DUGONGS (DUGONG DUGONG)

During a week's stay in the Point Calimere Sanctuary from 1l6th to
2%3rd April this vear we vere lucky in being ablc to observe a group
of dugongs for fairly long peri Qdua On the $lrst two mornings, walking
cast from the old r"ub house, 1€ dugongs were scen from sbout €.45 anm
to Z.15 am. The dugongs, of diffcrqu sizes, the aargest being 8-9 £t
long, vicre in two straight lines, half a furlong from the beach
where we stood. For the most awrc onlv the upper part of the body was
vieibley but oceasionally, one would stand up (group fishing?).

I S H Hussainy

Tept of Zoology

Universzity of Madras

Madras 600 CO5

GROVTH RATE OF MUGGER (CROCODYIUS PLIUSTRIS)
A pelustris) measuring about 17C cms escaped

from {2l nical Park on 10,5°‘65° It was caught threc
years and four moa+us l;“C" in o nearby lake by local inhabitants,
and unt "”LQ“”LLY died cue to injuries recéived during capturo.

T neasurcd 220 cns. The mugger thercfore grew 50 cmg during this
period,

L N icharjyo
T\Tm"ld I ql 2 T
Dist Cutt ok
Cridgsa

(4 l’”' hatchling at the Madras Crocodile Bank zgrew from 25 cms to
1.7 nctres in 24 months-Ed).



REPTIIE SYIN LXPORTING FROM CLTCUTT.

(This cxtract about the illegal skin trade is froa an article
by John Nichol in the Lpril-=July 1975 issuc of MCompassion®),

Torahin's lioac V1s a sauall vattle and doub, onc roomed house
bchind vaich was 2 tiny yﬂ?d in vhich his 3111L1° were houscd.
Unfortunately all his pythons were too smaall, and secing that he

was going to losc a sale, Tbrahim mentLonvd that the day before

he had sold all the large pythons and monitor lizarde that he had
to a skin dealer, but that if we werc to visit him imnediately,

wo might well arrive in time to obtain one whilst it was still
alivo; so wic sct off once more for Calcutta, and in time turncd vest
through Lliporc until finally we zrrived at a 1little village namcd
Chandi Tala. Vhen the road ran out we parked the car and »nlodded
off down a track betwecn ncat rows of pots that had been put out
to dry in the sun before keing fired. Ve arrived in tine at a
broken-down grcecn door sot in a low brick wall. My companion
houwmered om thic anciont wWo0d. s s o2 Sound that provolkcd a hysterical
barking fro: soveral dogs on the other side. This coantinucd until
o cursc and o yolp stopped it in uid-syllable, and o moment later
the door was opcncd by a suiling young uan naacd kKasin who bild us
cnter.

I wvas in a valled yard zbout as bhig as a suburban garden. On one
side was o low shed wnich containcd as I discovered when Kasim showed
us around, the cages in which the live reptiles together with the
einpty crates for exporting their k1u639 hcaps of skins and various

bits of cguipnent. xasinm and his wife also lived in a scparatc room
at onc cnd.

As we walked baclz across the parched grass to where threc nen
wore working at the other end, I noticed a pile of boxes labelled
and reacy for dispatch that dey. There nust have been over twenty
of them, cach about o two foot cube, sc thcre aust have been an
avwful lot of skins going out. Jlongside the crates vicre a nunber of
skins dr‘pod over two baaboos fixed to a couplce of trcees. The skins
wcrc 21l either python (;yugon Zolurus) or Monitor Tizard (Varanus
alvator or bfﬂqw¢unswu) Thce sauallcst werc about two metrcs long
t“ou~b there vere nasny conslderably larger, and altogether therc

nust have boen tvwo or thrce hundrced.

at thc far end of The garden o fire was burnin , glving off
foul stenchthat cven I with ny virtually non-cx SCCWt scnsc of
sinell found offensive. I noticed that wor1oﬂlc 11y onc of the
dogs would oull something off it to cat, and on close inspection,
the fire could be seen to consist for tie most part of reptile
reiainss

I've seen so aany acts of cruelty practiscd in the tropics on
aninals that I've becone pretty hardencd to theu, but as I watched
the tarce ncen working on the skinning, cven I felt disgusted. As I
wotched, one of the wmcn tipped out a sack of python onto the grass
and grabbed it behind the head. Then as he held the ventral surface
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hrouvn the head into the trce with

b

of the head asgainst the trece about level
non placed a large nal, against the top of

hammer.
the

with his face, another
the sktull and drove it
As the shakce thrashed

about, the first man pl”de his feoot on tail on the ground ond

> slit tho skin right dovm onc side with a knife and then rcpeated the

( operation on the other. L mu1 k cut across the nceck and with an

Ly audible hiss the skin was torn right off and thrown to another nan
to clean off morsels of fat and muscular tissue still adhering
The snakc was obviously still alive, The muscular moveinents wBre
oerfectly co~ordinated, aad the touaguc still probed the air for
particlcs of scent. I picked up o half-brick and saashed the snake's
swll. As anyone who kinows anyt 1uF about reptiles can tell you
they are oﬂpablv of staoanding con dcrwaG wuull ywtion vefore dying.
41so the head of th' snake is worv large compared with the size of
the brain, vhich makes it comparat1ve1j ¢asy to inscrt a-nail
without killing the animal.,

I asked the men why they perforicd the work in this fashion, and
they replicd that they had to have the head anchored since otherwise
it nakes the actual pecling off the skin very difficult, and vhat
way was there of killing the rgnt: ilcs without damaging the skin,

This was ccrvainly a Val¢a point 2s snakes are @ifficult to kill,
sc I asked why they did not eimply adainister a lethal injection.
My inforaant shrugged and suggested that I ask Mr Mukherjec, the
proprictor of tho “Pus incss, but thought that the answer was probably
the cost dnvolved.

>d 1o gualms or rcaorse about this work, and I

1cy acrely workcd qu¢ckly and efficicntly as though
duction line. -I asked how long a snake could rcmain
alive after being impaled to o trec., After some discussion the men
agrecd that tho longest they rcaembered was three days. Later I saw
onc of the dogs reach up and drag a skinned snake from a trce, tearing
: the nail through the head. He atc it, and although I am surc that
£ the pnrticler specinen was dead, it could well happen that snakes
B consuiacd in this way wouldn't e,
rridd cn working. They wero only doing
n¢ that lizards werce treated in the samce
L from the bcelly that was reqguircd in
B Mr Peter Jackson
Dr R C Gorio
1 Mr R E uw&lnu
il pbell Mr H Hol k=Larsen
- Mr Zﬁ 3r Futchally Mr Thomas i Huff
: {iss Shana Futchally Dr Barry Hughes

Dr D TLichcrman
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HD GUIF OF MAMN/R ISTANDS

Between lst and oond March v99 My -Satish Jhaskar, ficlad

officer of the Madras onaic Park, joined 2 survey teal from the
Central Marinc wigherics Rescarch Institute on & Figlh =60 several
islands in the Gulf of lannar. He wished O lcarn about the status

of -dugongs and sca turtles in this arca. gone cxtracts frod nis Reports

B

Gee! vwarchs Left for vrusadal from Mandapas Caap aboard the nChippa'e
rrusadai (1 nile by half & mile) is one of the. four islands in tho
yicinity of Famban on Ranc shwaran Island %Yo bc protected vy Govte.

The others arc Pullivasal, rulli end chingle. Host of the islands 1n
the Gulf of MHannal have live coral roefs cacircling them partly

or fully; the wigth of thesc coral fringcs teonds to be greater o

the scaward than on the mainland sidc. Yot shallow rccfs consisting
mainly of coral stone (coral that has bcon coapacted into stone

over the scons) often form a barricr to the approach of sca craft o .2
of any respectable sizc. The Trusadai beoch 18 narrow (10 metres), N
of sand snd shingle. & groch turtle (Chclonia nydag) carapace lay %K
on the kcache Nesting on the island docs not occur froguently= i
possiblc rcasons for this may include thc narrowncss of thc sandy i
voaches, the prescnce of the rcefs, and the disturbance created by |

fishing launchcs. The only speecics confirmecd t0O necst on the islands
is the Olive Ridleys (Iecpidochclys glg;Qgggb, The following spccics
are knovm TO oxist in the arcd, but The loathcrback is very Tarc:?
greci, RiddCy, havksoill, loggerhead and leatherback. On - the way
back to Mandapad the helmsman saw a qugong, bricfly.

6th Marchs vent to Harce Island, which is sbout 5 milos long and
voroges half a mile in widtho Boing = private igland (a gif

if% of dhe

2

v i

Raja of Rannad to the fanily of the present ovmor) ve had o obtain

srior pormission for 1anding on it. The marinc fauna of Hare Island .

P

[€))

cnais to be less disturbcd and exploitcd than that of the other

islands, accausc fishermen are not allowed vo Py their ncts here.

he 50 or SO pcople who live oun Hare Teland carry staffs while P
viading, to detoct quick sand. i skeleton of a whalc lay on the boach W<
and on the other cnd I saw a huge cycloid ccale 8% in diametre. A

A Ridley carapaccC,s; o grecn Carapace ond a hawksbill ¢areass lay ot
diffcrent spots on the beach. ‘hile I was walling Trounc, membrs of the
survey team saw & dugong feedling for an hour in shallow vater 2

note 50 £t from.tho anchorced "Chippi®. Tater wc saw o migloy

swimming on thc choppy sca surfacc.

il Morchs Visited Pullivasal. Therc being no safe approach tO TS

igland, WC nchorcd off —i1114 and - waded 2cYOSS o Pullivasal in 3
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£t of water. ILater 1n the day it was-high tiae and I got a sOOXINg, o
Yomcn were wading il the scaward reef, looking for sca-wecd. The 5

protected status of the island did not doter then, On the isdand, &
Riddcy carapact and o frosh Chelonia carcass Wore SsCEll.

8th liarchs Visited Mulli, Valal and Talairiyer. Saw a watcrspout
neaT Mudli e mild o). iy Teladriyer thule VoS & dcad Ridley.
On the way back o Mandapam Canb, sav two dugongs on the -sea surface;
they dived when oul 1aunch approached O wichin 50 mts of Thed.
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